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Lotus feet of H H Swami Parijnanashram
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“Oh! Effortlessly my birth has become fruitful by
the mere touch of the dust of the Feet of my Guru,
the embodiment of Bliss.

Him, my Guru, I serve ever and anon.”
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Dr. Prakash Mavinkurve m.p; p.A.
ANAESTHESIQOLOGIST (Regn. No. 37204)
§/7, Talmaki Wadi,

J. D. Marg, Mumbai - 400 007.
Tel.: 2381 3105, 2380 6082




Talmaki Wadi Silver Jubilee - 1966
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@93 Talmaki Wadi Golden Jubilee - 1991
" Message from His Holiness
Shrimat Parijnanashram Swamiji

Date : 21/12/1990

NARAYANASMARANAM

‘ ‘We are glad to know that The Talmakiwadi Co-operative Housing
Society is celebrating the Golden Jubilee on 25th December 1990.
This Society is one of the oldest in Bombay. We have participated
in quite a number of functions arranged by them and the members
are devoted and sincere to Lord Bhavanishankar. We pray to Him
that the Golden Jubilee may turn to Diamond smoothly and Bless

the members in their service. ’ ’

With Blessings

Swami Parijnanashram




Talmaki Wadi Diamond Jubilee - 2001
Message from His Holiness
Shrimat Sadyojat Shankarashram Swamiji

Swani Sadyojar ShankArAShRAM - SHRI CHITRAPUR MATH
) SHIRALI (U. K. DIST.)
581 354, KARNATAKA
11 st v ferer 11 INDIA

@ : (8838566468
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% ¢ Talmaki Wadi Platinum Jubilee - 2016

‘Message from His Holiness
Shrimat Sadyojat Shankarashram Swamiji
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RAO BAHADUR S S TALMAKI

“But above all, both on behalf of the Co-operative Department and on your behalf and in
fact on behalf of every person interested in co-operative housing, | would congratulate on
today’s ceremony Rao Bahadur Talmaki, to whose devotion, energy and enthusiasm, the

co-operative housing movement probably owes more than to any person in the Province.

We are all glad to tender our meed of thanks to him here in person today, but | am sure the
tribute which the Rao Bahadur will more than anything appreciate, may be summed up in
the inscription on the tomb of Sir Christopher Wren in St. Paul’s Cathedral. 'Si
monumentum requiris, circumspice’ If you seek a monument to Rao Bahadur Talmaki,
look around you, and behold the buildings standing here to-day. Remember too the

Anandashram and Gamdevi Estates which form similar tributes.”

H.F. Knight*
C.LE,I.CS.

* Advisor to the Governor of Bombay, in charge of Cooperative Departments, at the Inaugural
Meeting of the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of the Saraswat Coop Housing Society Ltd held at
the Sirur Square, Talmakiwadi, Tardeo Road, Bombay in 1940



Our founders with H H Shrimat Anandashram Swamiji

The Saraswat Co-operative Housing Society, Ltd., Bombay
Members of the Managing Committee from 1915-1940

Front Row (Left to Right) : Mr. S.R. Hattangadi, Mr. 5.N. Kalbag, Mr. D.V. Nadkarni, J.P., Mr. N.S, Kowshik, J.P.,
Mr. G.P. Murdeshwar, Mr. H. Shankar Rau, C.I.E., Mr. M. M, Mundkur, Mr. S.K. Talgeri and Mr, M.G Mankikar.
Middle Row (Left to Right) : Mr. N.G, Ubhayakar, Mr. K, Pandurang Rao, Mr. M.G. Koppikar, Mr, R,S. Padbidri, Mr. H. Shridhar
Rao, Mr. S.L. Hemmady, Mr. H.M. Chikarmane, Mr. M, Santappa Rao, Mr. D.S. Chikramane and Mr. PK, Savoor.
Third Row (Left to Right) : Mr. R.A, Lajmi, Mr. Baindoor Shiva Rao, Mr. Mangalore Datta Bhatt, Mr. N,R. Sharma,
Mr. N.P. Murdeshwar, Mr. S.K._ Bijur, Mr. S.A. Nadkarni and Mr. A'S, Gangoli




Members of the Managing Committee for the Platinum Jubilee years 2013-14 to 2016-17

Standing, from Left to Right: Mrs. Meena Udiyawar, Mrs. Mamata Baindur, Mr. Gaurav Udiyawar,
Mrs. Deepa Andar, Dr. Subodh Sirur, Dr. Uday Andar, Dr. Hem Dholakia, Mr. Nirav Shah,

Mrs. Rekha Pandit, Mr. Mahesh Kalyanpur, Mrs Gauri Shirur, Mr. Gurudatt Burde, Mr. Sudhir Puthli,
Mr. Satyendra Kumble

Seated, from Left to Right: Mr. Dutt Sharma, Mr. Ameya Bantal, Mrs. Nirmala Chikramane,
Dr. Prakash Mavinkurve, Mr. Ashok Maskeri




Dr. Prakash Mavinkurve m.o: 0.A.
ANAESTHESIOLOGIST (Regn. No. 37204)
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PLATINUM JUBILEE MANAGING COMMITTEE -
From 2013-2014 to 2015-17

Mrs Nirmala Chikramane

Dr Prakash Mavinkurve
Mr Ashok Maskeri

Mr Mahesh Kalyanpur

Dr Uday Andar
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Dr Subodh Sirur

Mr Gurudutt Burde
Mrs Rekha Pandit
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Hon Secretary

Hon Treasurer
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2000 - 2001 | Mrs. Nirmala G. Chikramane Mr. Gurunath Vaknalli Mr. Raja Pandit
2001 - 2002 | Mrs. Nirmala G. Chikramane Mr. Shivdatt Halady Mr. Raja Pandit
2002 - 2003 | Mrs. Nirmala G. Chikramane Mr. Shivdatt Halady Mr. Raja Pandit
2003 - 2004 | Mrs. Nirmala G. Chikramane Mr. Shivdatt Halady Mr. Raja Pandit
2004 - 2005 | Mr. Shivdatt Halady Dr. Leena V. Gangolli Mr. Raja Pandit
2005 - 2006 | Mr. Shyam M. Balsekar Dr. Leena V. Gangolli Mr. Shivanand D. Padukone
2006 - 2007 | Mr. Shyam M. Balsekar Dr. Leena V. Gangolli Mr. Shivanand D. Padukone
2007 - 2008 | Mrs. Nirmala G. Chikramane Mr. Shivdatt Halady Mr. Raja D. Pandit
2008 - 2009 | Mrs. Nirmala G. Chikramane Dr. Leena V. Gangolli Mr. Mahesh D. Kalyanpur
2009 - 2010 | Mrs. Nirmala G. Chikramane Dr. Leena V. Gangolli Mr. Mahesh D. Kalyanpur
2010 - 2011 | Mr. Shyam M. Balsekar Mr. Prashant K. Nadkarni | Mr. Ma_hesh D. Kalyanpur
2011 - 2012 | Mr. Shyam M. Balsekar Mr. Prashant K. Nadkarni | Mr. Mahesh D. Kalyanpur
2012 - 2013 | Mrs. Nirmala G. Chikramane Mrs. Deepa Andar Mr. Satyendra Kumble
2013 - 2014 | Mrs. Nirmala G. Chikramane Dr. Prakash Mavinkurve | Mr. Ashok Maskeri
2014 - 2015 | Mrs. Nirmala G. Chikramane Dr. Prakash Mavinkurve | Mr. Ashok Maskeri
2015 - 2016 | Mrs. Nirmala G. Chikramane Dr. Prakash Mavinkurve | Mr. Ashok Maskeri

Mr. Mahesh Kalyanpur (Acting Chairman from 6th June 2015 to 19th Nov 2015)
2016 - 2017 | Mrs. Nirmala G. Chikramane Dr. Prakash Mavinkurve | Mr. Ameya Bantwal
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SHRI BHAVANISHANKAR GANPAT KALTHOD
1910 — 1984

It is difficult not to mention Shri Bhavanishankar Ganpat Kalthod, when talking of or
reminiscing about the various visits of our PP Anandashram Swamiji and PP
Parijnanashram Swamiji. He was a very talented artist and Photographer of his time.

In the days before colour photography he would click photographs of the Swamijis'
and very artfully add the right shades of their grace to the photograph. He was one of
the best in his field, and to think that all this talent was handed down to him in a legacy
from his very talented sculptor father. Unfortunately he could not join J J School of Art
due to family constraints. He was the second sibling of a large brood hailing from
Kundapur. He sought employment in Mumbai and retired as a grade one officer in the
Japanese company Mitsubhishi.

He took up photography full time once he retired and was a common figure at
weddings, moonjis and other cultural events. Humble and a silent worker, he was a
loving father figure in the Andar and Kalthod families. He gave us all a lot of love and
guidance. 'Anna’ as he was fondly known, loved his car and one would see him doing
‘sarbarai’ of his black fiat every Sunday morning. He loved his evening walks to and
from Anandashram Colony where he would go daily to meet his friends and play a few
hands of Bridge (a card game).

Thisis atribute to his hard work.

By - Deepa Andar




Foreword

Chairperson, TCHS,. Mrs. Nirmala Chikramane

Talmakiwadi Co-operative Housing Society was founded at the instance of H. H. Shrimat
Parampujya Anandashram Swamiji to overcome the problem of lower middle class families
staying in small tenements in and around Grant Road area. Rao Bahadur Shri S S Talmaki was
a great visionary who pioneered the concept of Co-operative Housing for the first time in
Asia. In the early 1930s, for the Bhanap community which had migrated to the hectic lifestyle
of Mumbai in search of jobs and education, Talmakiwadi was an incredibly great asset. It
allowed an opportunity to invest in affordable housing and a chance to still maintain a sense
of one big family, with all its support systems. Virtually, a'home away from home'.

The Talmakiwadi Co-operative Housing Society is a self sufficient township. A sister institute
like Kanara Saraswat Association which takes care of the socio-cultural needs of the
community is located in the Society. Two temples “Dutta Mandir” and “Ganpati Mandir” and
the Audumar 'katto' give Talmakiwadi a very holy ambience. A beautifully well kept garden
with a walking track for all age groups and where senior citizens get to meet and chat in the
evenings. Sirur Square for outdoor games. A Health Centre having specialist doctors visiting
regularly. A school run by the 'Balak Vrinda Education Society' is also housed in the same
vicinity. In a nutshell this Society is much loved, not only by its tenents but also by Bhanaps all
around who gather here for almost all religious festivals.

Over the years, the Co-operative Society has prospered, in large part, due ta the efforts of
voluntary honorary members and office bearers, whose selfless service has helped us achieve
Shri Talmaki's vision for our Society. | was lucky enough to see first-hand, the exemplary
selfless work done by one of the office bearers, my father-in-law, Shri Sripad Chikramane and
many others. They helped set a tone for other members from the Society to follow in their
footsteps.

For a Co-operative Society to flourish, it needs constant replenishment of newer, more active
office-bearers and whole-hearted support from individual tenant members. Fortunately, in
the recent past we have got younger members taking active part in the welfare of the Society,
which is very encouraging . | am sure their fresh ideas will add to the milestones of our Society,
thus carrying the vision of Shri Talmaki towards the Centenary year.

We are truly Blessed that Parampujya Swamiji will grace the concluding event of the Platinum
Jubilee, and release this Souvenir. My Pranaams to Him, our Guruparampara and Lord
Bhavanishankar

TALMAKIWAD! 1 75 years of Co-operative Living
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About this Souvenir.............. :

At the outset, we must admit a deviation from convention.

Normally, a Souvenir is released at the time of the main event of a particular occasion. However since
this celebration has been over a prolonged period, and Parampujya Swamiji had blessed us in the
inaugural Year 2013, we thought it may be most appropriate to end the three year program with a
finale in His August Presence, and release the Souvenir at His hands. Also, when we perused the earlier
Silver, Golden, Diamond Jubilee Souvenirs, we did not find any report of how those occasions were
celebrated then. A release in December 2016 would give us an opportunity to cover all the activities
during the actual Platinum Jubilee Celebrations ( specially the April 2016 event).

We are eternally grateful to Pujya Swamiji for acceding to our prayer to release the Souvenir during
DattaJayanti.

Making this souvenir has been a very pleasant exercise in terms of opportunities to connect with many
Wadi ites, sifting through old photographs, and sharing the nostalgia through all the articles received.
In addition this publication contains a lot of interesting information on the Wadi itself, its history,
lineage of the property from Dubhash Wadi to Talmakiwadi. We came across some interesting
documents, not hitherto published. With the winds of 'redevelopment' blowing, we do not know how
the Wadi's character and layout will be in the next few years, so we thought it might be nice to bring it
outinthis souvenir.

Over the years, so many Institutions have taken birth here and grown along with Talmakiwadi, that the
line between 'them' and 'us' has blurred today. Hence in many write-ups some activities of a particular
Institution may be written as activities of Talmakiwadi. And why not? Ultimately it is one big family as
conceptualised by the Visionaries who dreamt of Cooperative Housing.

This Souvenir has been possible due to contributions - financial and participatory, from a large number
of people. Our thanks go to the Shamrao Vithal Coop Bank, Shri Praveen Kadle and Shri Durgesh
Chandavarkar for their sponsorship of the covers, and to the other Advertisers. We are grateful to
Roopali Sawant (Kapnadak) of 'Printeresting' who spent a lot of time getting this Souvenir together. We
thank the Chairperson and Managing Committee of TCHS for reposing confidence in us and giving
valuable inputs. Janhavi Mallapur drew the Wadi Sketch seen on the cover page, Bipin and Kanika
Nadkarni, Maithili Padukone, Maya Maskeri and many others gave photos. Uday Mankikar was a great
help editing and proof reading the Marathi & Konkani articles

Finally, we must thank all the contributors whose articles have made this Souvenir very readable and
interesting.

We have put in our best effort, and hope you all enjoy reading this as much as we enjoyed making it.

The Souvenir Committee:
Dr Prakash Mavinkurve Mr Mahesh Kalyanpur Mr Bipin Nadkarni

Mr Uday Mankikar Mrs Meena Udiawar Mrs Deepa Andar
Mrs Mamata Baindur

TALMAKIWAD! 2 Home is where the Heart is




Rao Bahadur Shripad Subrao Talmaki

Shripad Subrao Talmaki was born on December 25,1868 at Honavar. After securing Law
degree, he started practicing in Bombay High Courtin 1902.

Towards the close of 1904, the Co-operative Societies Act was enacted. This Act crystallized
his thoughts on the subject and he started on a path that gave India and perhaps Asia too, its
first taste of Co-operative institutions.

On December 27, 1906. The Shamrao Vithal Urban Cooperative Credit Society Ltd., was
formed. This was later converted to The Shamrao Vithal Co-op. Bank Ltd., a fitting tribute to
Shri Shamrao Vithal Kaikini, Talmaki's mentor & Guru.

In 1909, Talmaki joined hands with friends to convert Friends Social Club into the Kanara
Saraswat Association. He was the first President of the Kanara Saraswat Association in 1911-
12 and took a leading partin taking the Census of Chitrapur Saraswats.

The most outstanding achievement of Talmaki is in the sphere of co-operative housing. The
genesis of the Co-operative Housing Society at Gamdevi was a paper read by Talmaki to a
meeting of the Kanara Saraswat Association held in 1914.

He promoted the idea with a missionary zeal, and the Saraswat Co-operative Housing Society
at Gamdevi was registered in 1915, the first of its kind in Asia.

He was conferred the title of 'Rao Saheb'in 1914 and received the title 'Rao Bahadur'in 1916.
In 1918, he worked for the establishment of the Bombay Provincial Co-operative Institute
which is now called the Maharashtra Rajya Sahakari Sangh. He was actively connected with
the Bombay Provincial Co-operative Bank, the Agricultural Sale Society, the Bombay Provincial
Land Mortgage Bank and Bombay Co-operative Insurance Society. He prepared a scheme of
co-operative housing for industrial workers at Mumbai.In 1919, Saraswat Suburban Co-
operative Housing Society was registered.

In 1938 he laid the foundation stone of the buildings of the Co-operative Housing Society of
Talmakiwadi, which was later named after him as a tribute to his great personality.

The qualities that marked Talmaki out were self-aberration, ability to collect and train and
trust co-workers. His forte was to build up institutions and encourage dedicated and devoted
workers.

TALMAKIWADI 3 75 years of Co-operative Living
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Talmaki was a writer of -great merit. He hasproduced large amount of literature on co-
operation, creating a public opinion in favour of the movement.Talmaki's aptitude for
research led him to bring out monumental volumes of 'the Saraswat Families' in 3 parts. His
compilation of Konkani Proverbs and idioms (including Lullabies) is a unique literary feat.

Talmaki breathed his last at Dharwar on January 28th, 1948.

Rao Bahadur Talmaki was a classic exampleof a true co-operator. Talmaki will always live in our
memory as a Maharshi of co-operative way of life and the saga of his life and achievements
will continue to inspire generations to come.

FooL

A Warm Gesture....... (The Wadi Spirit)
by Satish Burde

Talmakiwadi Platinum Jubilee Celebrations Day-2 , Saturday, April 09, 2016.

Joy & exuberance became many-fold due to a great gesture by Talmakiwadiites, Shri.
Vasant Kulkarni, "PETTO", as popularly & fondly known, was brought in by a special
Ambulance all the way from the Old Age Home, Panvel, Navi Mumbai where he now
resides. Kudos to the efforts made by the Wadi youngsters and organizers forall the
special arrangement. Thanks to this, Shri. Vasant Kulkarni could participate in the
Funfair event at the Sirur Square in the evening. One can see in the photo as how
happy he was.This was the Wadi's way of responding to a person who had given
them so much affection, fun and entertainment in his hey days .

From a merry lad to a merry-making young man, this evergreen 'Pettyamaam' has
defied age, when it comes to will power and spirit. Even though frail due to age , in
his inimitable, unique style, he regaled the onlookers/ audience with no bounds. For
these very qualities, he is very well known in our Chitrapur Saraswat community as
well some of our allied communities.

There were nostalgic moments for one & all around, who joined him for a chat and
posed with him for photo- sessions.

INDEED, A WONDERFUL GESTURE BY THE PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATION
COMMITTEE AND KUDOS TO THE WADI YOUTH !!!
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Late Shri Ganesh P. Murdeshwar

By Mahesh Kalyanpur

When one speaks about Cooperative housing, often thereis only one name thatis recalled viz.
'Rao Bahadur Shri Sripad S Talmaki'. Rarely have the contributions made by Late Shri G P
Murdeshwar to the Co-operative movement in the country come to light, hence this attempt
to compile the contributions made by Late Shri G P Murdeshwar.

Late Rao Bahadur Talmaki mooted and provided a vision of cooperative movement to the
country. Among those in the forefront of the movement to give body and shape to his noble
dream was Late Shri Ganesh Padmanabh Murdeshwar.

Shri Murdeshwar's genius for constructive work was lit up with the flame of cooperation
kindled by Rao Bahadur Talmaki. There was hardly any institution of the Saraswat Community
with which he was not connected. In course of time, he made his own original and lasting
contribution to cooperative thought and practice which earned him a pride'of place in the
cooperative movementin India.

He was a Founder Member of the Saraswat Cooperative Housing Society, Gamdevi. Shri
Murdeshwar was a budding lawyer when the Society came into existence in 1915 and took
over as a Chairman of this Society and saw to its development as well as that of many others
started thereafter. He continued to be the Chairman of this Society for nearly three decades.

With the experience gained in these pioneering ventures, he guided the destinies and
expansions of the subsequent house-building programmes at Santacruz, Talmakiwadi and
Anandashram which blossomed into massive building construction projects. The momentum
of the housing movement thus generated under the lead given by Shri Murdeshwar gaverise
to a new spate of housing activities on a cosmopolitan basis.

He was born on 3rd February 1886 in the village of Masur in Kumta Taluka in North Kanara.
After passing his Matriculation examination with distinction from Belgaum, he joined the
Wilson College, Bombay, and passed the B.A. Examination of the Bombay University with
Honoursin English in 1909. He passed the LL.B. examination of the Bombay Universityin 1911
at which he bagged the Arnold prize in Hindu Law.

Shri Murdeshwar enrolled himself as an Advocate on the Appellate Side of the Bombay High
Courtintheyear 1914 and soon distinguished himself as an able and astute lawyer. He was
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the Chairman of the Bombay Bar Council for some time and was elected as the President of
the Western India Advocates Association in the fifties. He was a worthy representative in the
third generation of the splendid legal traditions set down by the late Shri Shamrao Vittal
Kaikini and after him by the late Sir Narayan G. Chandavarkar. He was an authority on Hindu
Law.

Shri Murdeshwar's career as a devoted social and public worker began right from the time he
emerged from the portals of the University. The late Rao Bahadur Talmaki, the fountain head
of our cooperative life in this city, was then in search of young men who could assist himin the
realisation of his dream of cooperative haven. In the young and ambitious Murdeshwar,
aflame with zeal for social service, he discovered just the type of material and mettle which he
was seeking so earnestly. It was thus that the foundation of the Kanara Saraswat Association
was laid in 1911, for economic, social and religious advancement of the Saraswat community.
Shri Murdeshwar was a Founder Member of this august institution and the first Chairman of
its Managing Committee, while the late Rao Bahadur Talmaki was its first President. He
rendered active service to the Association for a number of years in various capacities first as
Chairman of the Managing Committee, then as its Vice-President in 1915 -16 and as its
Presidentin 1934.

Shri Murdeshwar's interest in cooperation was not confined to Cooperative Housing alone.
Cooperative Banking and other forms of cooperative activities claimed his attention also and
his contributions in these spheres are equally remarkable. He was a member of the then
Managing Committee of the Shamrao Vithal Co-operative Bank Ltd. and was its.Legal Adviser.
He was also a Legal Adviser to many institutions, cooperative and others, and was on the
panel of Legal Advisers to the Central Railway.

Other non-communal cooperative activities also claimed the attention of Shri Murdeshwar.
He was a co-worker of the late Rao Bahadur Talmaki in starting and organising the Bombay
Provincial Coop. Institute now styled as Maharashtra State Cooperative Union and served for
a number of years as Director on their Board of Directors. Shri Murdeshwar was responsible
for the establishment of the Greater Bombay Coop. Board to look after the educational side of
the cooperative movement, Bombay Coop. Insurance Society Ltd., the All India Coop.
Insurance Society. Ltd., the All India Coop. Fire and General Insurance Society Ltd., the
Bombay Provincial Coop. Marketing Society and the Bombay Cooperative Housing Federation
to promote and guide new housing societies in Greater Bombay. Shri Murdeshwar guided
these institutions as their Chairman for a number of institutions.
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It was again the legal -acumen and practical genius of Shri Murdeshwar that were
instrumental in the establishment of the Bombay Cooperative Tribunal which was constituted
under an amendment to the Cooperative Act in 1948 and Shri Murdeshwar was appointed as
one of the members of this tribunal of three members. His decisions as a member of the
Tribunal are eloquent of his sound knowledge of and deep insight into cooperative and other
laws.

He was an ardent advocate of unification of different sub-sections of the Saraswat
community spread out throughout India. Shri Murdeshwar was philanthropic in outlook and
had helped countless needy persons with money without letting his left hand know what his
right gave away.

He was nominated as a member on the consultative Committee of Shri Chitrapur Math by His
Holiness and when the Standing Committee was founded he was elected on it in 1932. He
continued to be on this Committee from 1932 to 1947 and during the years 1941 to 1947 he
was its Vice President. He also established at his own expense a place of worship — Shree
Sadanand Ashram Datta Mandir in Talmakiwadi for the benefit of the residents of the colony
and subsequently handed over the management of the temple to the trustees formed for the
purpose.

He was the prime mover of the idea of extending the successful experiment in co-operative
housing at Gamdevi to other places by mortgaging the Gamdevi property when their loan
was repaid. It would be no exaggeration to say that more than a thousand families in this
congested city have a roof over their heads due to this man who stood for half a century to
ameliorate the lot of the poor and the afflicted without the slightest expectation of award.

He was an Institution in himself, an institution par excellence for spreading the ideals of
cooperation and selfless service. The commuinity lost this noble soul on 20 December 1962.
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Kanara Saraswat Association: (See article on page 125)

Popular Co-operative Buying Club: (Seearticle on page 113)

TALMAKIWAD! 7 75 years of Co-operative Living

!.
; '3?
y\‘,"




Talmakiwadi : Then to Now

Mahesh D Kalyanpur

ORIGIN AND PROGRESS

The residents of Talmakiwadi should consider themselves lucky that the Talmakiwadi
Cooperative Housing Society is the only Co-operative Housing Society of the community
which is blessed with having the Mathadhipati of Shri Chitrapur Math as a Member, starting
with H H Shrimat Anandashram Swamiji.

The Talmakiwadi Co-operative Housing Society Ltd. owes its parentage and childhood care to
the Saraswat Co-operative Housing Society Ltd., Gamdevi.

The Saraswat Society was the first Co-operative Housing Society in India having been
registered in the year 1915. The originator of the basic idea of Co-operative Housing Society
was the late Rao Bahadur Shripad Subrao Talmaki and the Saraswat Co-operative Housing
Society Ltd., took upon itself the task of developing his brilliant idea and giving it a concrete
form. In the initial stages, as could be expected, this novel scheme required a great deal of
persuasion before people could take interest in it. The Saraswat Society is a Co-partnership
Society as also the others sponsored by it. The benefits of Shri Talmaki's originalscheme first
came to be appreciated when acute shortage of housing was felt in the City of Mumbai (then
Bombay) on the advance of boom after World War |. Harassment by some greedy landlords
and rent rackets on a large scale forced the then Government of Bombay to enact legislation
to control rents and provide other reliefs.

It was left to the Saraswat Society under the guidance of Chairman, the late Shri G. P.
Murdeshwar to take a lead in extending the housing movement. The Saraswat Society
acquired on 999 years'lease a plot of land on Proctor Road, Bombay, in 1936 and developed it
as its"Anandashram Estate".

The original idea of forming a Housing Society for the lower Middle Class families was an
outcome of a suggestion from H.H. Shrimat Anandashram Swamiji made at the time of laying
a Foundation Stone of the Anandashram Co-operative Housing Society. His Holiness had
observed that while the higher income group of the community is being provided with
residential accommodation, the lower income group members, living in chawls like Topiwala,
Chikalwadi, Merwan Building, Khotachiwadi, etc. also be provided with some independent
two room tenements, within the vicinity of Grant Road area.
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Accepting this suggestion, the Managing Committee Members of the Saraswat Co-op. Hsg.
Society Ltd., Gamdevi devised a scheme under the guidance of Rao Bahadur S. S. Talmaki with
the help of M/s S KNadkarni &Talgeri Engineer/Architectand Shri G P Murdeshwar.

In November 1936, the Saraswat Co-op. Hsg. Society Ltd. acquired an extensive free-hold
estate then known as "Dubashwadi" at Tardeo Road comprising 8,439 square yards at a cost of
Rs. 2,32,000/- purchased as free-hold land. The property had a bungalow with water fountain
& an old chawl (now building no. 16), a Gujarati school, five wells with lot of forest. It took
almost 2 years to develop this estate.

Thus began the story of the Talmakiwadi Coop Housing Society a little over seventy-five years
ago. And it took two and quarter years more to be formally cherished and have its own
individual legal status.

ShriNaik was appointed as a Civil Engineer and M/s. Davji Dharsi (Ratilal) was appointed as the
contractor for the project.

The foundation stone of the first instalment of 3 buildings was laid by Rao Bahadur S.S.
Talmaki on 15th April 1938 and this estate was named as "Talmakiwadi" to commemorate his
services to the community.

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN

The original plans drawn up for Talmakiwadi were for 17 buildings all of 3 room flats (2 rooms
and kitchen with independent services). But the plan for such type of tenements, was altered
to suit the prevailing demand for a mixed variety. The Society decided to build some 2 room
(living room and kitchen) tenements with common services.

Members opting to reside in Talmakiwadi were primarily migrants from Kanaras who typically
belonged to the lower middle class and were residing in chawls by paying exorbitant rent to
the landlords. Chawls were a common structure in early nineties providing a social support-
system to the residents that made life easier for the residents. Chawls were buildings with
one room or two room units of around two hundred square feet connected by a common
corridor with shared toilets on each floor.

Thus the first set of buildings No. 9 consisting of 8 'Flat' type tenements and Nos. 15 and 17
each consisting of 24 two room tenements were constructed and were occupied on 1st
January 1939 (constructed in a short period of 7 months).
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The foundation stone of the next 4 buildings was laid by Shri N S Kowshik on 1st May 1939.
These buildings viz. Building Nos. 1 and 2 — two room type with common services and 4
shops on the roadside, No. 1A-two-room tenements with independent bath but with one
W.C. for two tenements and No. 7 —3 room tenements of 'flat' type — in all 72 tenements, 9
shops, 4 'servants' quarters and one garage were made available for occupation from 1st
December, 1939 (again constructed in 7 months).

The foundation stone of the next 2 buildings viz. Building no.3-5 and 4-6 was laid by Shri G P
Murdeshwar on 16th December 1939. These buildings were occupied in August 1940;
Building No. 3-5 containing eight 3-room 'flats' and 24 two-room ‘flats’ with independent
services and Building No. 4-6 with four 3-room 'flats' and twenty 2-room tenements with
independent services.

On the 1st December 1941, Building No. 8 consisting of sixteen 2-room tenements with
independent bath room but with common W.C. was occupied. An additional garage was
constructed to house an ambulance van in 1949. Later, on the 16th August 1951 14 two-
room tenements and 37 single-room tenements were constructed as fourth floor tenements
on Buildings Nos. 1A, 2, 3-5, 4-6, 7, 8, 9, 15 and 17. The total accommodation in the
structures of the Talmakiwadi Cooperative Housing Ltd. today consists of 246 tenements. In
addition to these there are 4 servants' quarters, 9 shops, 2 garages and twenty- 3-room
tenements in the old chawl which have all been rented out to tenants where TCHS is the
landlord.

MANAGEMENT

The affairs of the Saraswat Society were conducted by a Managing Committee consisting of
12 Members, all honorary workers. The office-bearers were a Chairman, an Honorary
Secretary with two Joint Honorary Secretaries — one each for the new societies and one
Honorary Treasurer. It was later found that the management and supervision of the three
distinct estates of the Society lying at different places, by a single Managing Committee of
honorary workers was rather inconvenient and difficult and imposed an unreasonable strain
on the time and energy of the honorary workers. It was accordingly considered desirable to
have a separate Society for each of the estates of the Saraswat Society. Consequently, on the
S5th of April 1941, two new Societies, viz. The Anandashram Co-operative Housing Society
Ltd., for Proctor Road estate and The Talmakiwadi Cooperative Housing Society Ltd., for the
Tardeo Road estate were registered, the Saraswat Society retaining the financial control in its
own hands. The link was maintained by having two nominees of the Saraswat Society on each
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of the new units and by co-option of a Member from each of these Societies to sit on its own
Managing Committee. This arrangement continued until the new Societies cleared off their
respective liabilities to the Saraswat Society.

Till recently, the Talmakiwadi Society's management was looked after by a Committee
consisting of 11 Members, all working in an honorary capacity. Today, as per guidelines issued
by the Registrar of Coop Societies, there are 12 members with at least two female members.
(We have five!)

FINANCE

This is a major item which influences the formation, conduct and the future of all ventures
and Co-operative Housing cannot be an exception.

At the initial stage the question of the purchase of the land at what was then considered a big
price confronted the venture which was considered risky, as housing was comparatively easy
being mainly in the hands of private investors who held the field. It is all to the credit of the
Saraswat Society's then Management that they took a bold decision. The Saraswat Society
was able to raise the required funds for the purchase of land by way of Bank credit and fixed
deposits.

They devised for this estate a scheme on the pattern of its own original scheme, viz. the
allottee to pay one-third of cost of their allotted tenements and the balance of two-third was
to be met from borrowings in the first instance. Thereafter the borrowings were to be
gradually reduced by the accumulation of dividends declared annually on the initial one-third
contributed by the allottees until such accumulations amounted to another one-third of the
cost. The remaining one-third to make up the full cost was to be made up from the
accumulated reserves viz. Reserve Fund, Sinking Fund, etc.

However, the economic and housing conditions then prevailing were such that these terms
did not hold out any attraction. To keep out a failure of the scheme, the Saraswat Society
decided to change the terms to suit the circumstances prevailing from time to time.

No alteration was, however, made in the conditions of capital contribution in the case of
three-room tenements. In the case of two-room tenements the allottees were permitted to
pay only one-fifth of the cost of construction, dividends being paid in cash instead of being
accumulated as provided in the earlier Scheme. The capital contributions were thus as small
as Rs. 400/- per two-room tenements. In this scheme, of course, the balance of the capital
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naturally came from borrowings to be gradually reduced to the barest and met from Reserves.

This scheme was further modified in 1940 in respect of buildings No. 3-5 and 4-6 in the case of
several tenements. Those who could not subscribe the minimum of one-fifth cost viz. Rs.
500/- were given special consideration and were permitted to subscribe for only 3 shares of
the value of Rs. 60/- and make up the balance by subscribing annually for one share in
monthly installments of Rs. 1-3-0 (now Rs. 1.50). The shortfall in the Members' contributions
by way of capital was made up by the issue of non-terminable Loan Stock Bonds carrying
interest at 3%, 3 1/2 % and 4% and time deposits at the prevailing rates of interest. It is worth
recording here that those who desired to make a minimum capital contribution in a lump sum
were assisted by the Shamrao Vithal Co-operative Bank Ltd., to the extent of 60% of the
contribution against the security of shares which such Member had paid and mortgage of the
tenancy rights to the Bank.

While the Loan Stock Bonds were repayable at the option the Society by giving 2 months’
notice, the time-deposits were of necessity to be met at maturity. These borrowings were
intended to be reduced gradually by accumulation of various reserves. But owing to
insufficient accumulation of these reserves occasioned by higher rates of revenue
expenditure, it was not possible for the Society to build up adequate funds to match the
borrowings. In order to meet the shortfall, the Society decided to increase tenants'
contributions from one-fifth of the cost to two-thirds.

H. H. Shrimat Anandashram Swamiji had lent Rs.50, 000/- in those times so that the Society
can undertake and complete the construction of the buildings. There were many individuals
from the community who also came forward helping the Society by providing the amount in
the form of deposits. These deposits carried V4% higher rate of interest than that offered to
Bank deposits at that period. Since interest on deposits from Members was not subject to tax
these individuals were allotted one share of the Society as nominal Members with the share
not linked to the allotment of tenement in the Society.

TENANT MEMBERS & TENANCY

In the peculiar circumstances prevailing at the time, there were persons who did not or could
not accept the tenancy but were willing and did occupy some of the tenements as sub-
tenants of subscribing tenant Members. There were few liberal minded persons who came
forward to help the Society and persons wishing to occupy tenements without investing the
requisite funds. Residents of such tenements were later enrolled as Members. Thus a
recognised sub-tenancy developed.
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RENT STRUCTURE

The rents were so fixed as to provide for all outgoings, viz. interest on borrowed capital, taxes,
maintenance and management, depreciation, insurance and return of 5% on the Members
share capital. However, with the increasing costs of repairs and maintenance, the return to
shareholders was reduced to 4% p.a. This rate of return was maintained. Although the Society
was entitled to collect from the tenants the increased taxes as permitted by the Rent Control
Act, itdid notdo so till 1962.

However, with the continuous rise in the costs of taxes and maintenance, the provision that
was made in the rent structure based on the cost of construction was not only found
insufficient but was cutting into other items of provision. The Society, therefore, decided to
charge such of the increases in Municipal taxes from 1-10-1962 and levy a contingency charge
of Re. 1/-per roomin atenement from 1-10-1962.

The structure since then has undergone many changes. However even today the rental basis
of the Society is more favourable than any comparable tenements in the City.

WADI MAIDAN & TAKI

The Maidan has been a witness to the talents of the residents since inception of the Society.
The Taki (Water tank) has acted as a stage for the residents to display their talents. Many
established artistes had their maiden performance on this stage. This stage has helped
youngsters remove their stage fear and inhibition of stage performances. There have been
several memorable performances during Annual Diwali programmes of KSA and other
occasions. This maidan has witnessed various forms of art like Yakshagana, Ram Leela, skits,
full length dramas, musical performances, dances, etc.

GARDEN

In 1968 a few youths of the Wadi staged Konkani drama 'Jalo Vaati, Sagli Raati' and the
surplus realised amounting to Rs.443/- was handed over to the Society, for the development
of the open space. Again in 1973, Rs.234/- was collected as donations by a film show in the
Shrimat Anandashram Hall. These amount were utilized for leveling the ground as also for
planting some trees and plants under the leadership of late Shri. Vasant P. Nadkarni. In 1988
the garden was further improved with decorative fencing. However the thrust of developing
the beautiful garden as it stands today was taken up in December 2008 under the leadership
of Shri Bipin Nadkarni who created separate areas for children, lawn and pathway. We
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acknowledge donations received from Shri Bipin Nadkarni (in memory of Late Shri Vasant P
Nadkarni) and Shri Sudhir, S Puthli (in memory of Late Shri Shekhar Puthli) for the redesigning
of garden and from Shri Chaitanya Bijur for the garden benches. The cost of pathway was
sponsored by Shri Mangalprabhat Lodha, MLA.

For the last 25 years, Samuhik Laxmi Poojan is performed in the garden on the occasion of
Deepavali.

AUDUMBARKATTO

The Holy Katto of Audumbar and Ashvatha (Pimpal) have been gracing our garden for over six
decades. These trees were planted by Late Gopalmam R Kalyanpur and residents of wadi have
been performing Pooja of these trees since then. On 05 December 1987 Bombay Chitrapur
Saraswat Youths under the leadership of Late Shri Ramkrishnabhat Ullal, constructed a Katto
and performed Upanayan of the Holy Ashvatha tree. Since the original tree was planted by
Late Gopalmam Kalyanpur, the Upanayan ceremony of the tree was performed by his
grandson Late Shri Dinesh D Kalyanpur and Smt. Malini Kalyanpur.

Residents of the colony gather near the Katto every evening to recite Deep Namaskar. Special
poojas are performed here on the occasion of Mahashivratri, Shankar Jayanti, Tulsi Vivaha
Pooja and Guru Poojan.

The Naaga Shila was shifted from behind Building no.4-6 to the present location on the Katto
and a Naag Pratistha ceremony with Ashlesha Bali was performed on 12 July 2009 in the wadi
garden.

AMENITIES

The parent Society sold to a sister institution, viz. The Kanara Saraswat Association, 2 plots
numbered 11 and 13 admeasuring 1000 square yards realising only half the cost of plot 11 on
the understanding that it be kept open for all time and available to the Society for recreation
purposes free of charge. On plot No. 13, The Kanara Saraswat Association has built its own
building with a hall, mezannine floor and 6 residential flats. The hall and mezzanine floor are
used for social and recreational purposesincluding indoor games.

The Wadi maidan ( now garden) provides a beautiful platform for talented residents of the
Society to display their talent during Diwali programmes. The garden provides a beautiful
pathway for the residents to have their morning and evening walks amidst the greenery.
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The Balak Vrinda Education Society and its primary and secondary schools were initially
housed in Talmakiwadi, but later shifted to an adjoining plotin June 1969.

A volunteer organisation called the Saraswati Volunteer and Athletic League is conducting a
gymnasium in a ground floor tenement in the old chawl provided by the Society.

The Social workers of the colony with the active help of the Society had organised in 1941 a
Cooperative consumers' Society called the Popular Co-operative Buying Club Ltd., which is
now being conducted for the benefit of all communities and housed in the two shops owned
by the Society with PCBC as a tenant. An Ambulance Service was conducted by the Popular
Ambulance Association for the benefit of all irrespective of caste and creed. This premises is
now used as a health centre under the aegis of KSA.

The establishment of Shree Sadananda Ashram Datta Mandir and the Audumbar Katto has
sanctified Talmakiwadi. The Canara Saraswat Bhajan Mandal is another religious institution
housed in the Talmakiwadi. The Sacchidanand Saptaha Samtii regularly conducts 'Parayans' of
the Shri Chitrapur Guruparampara Charitra, Das Bodh, Shri Siddharudh Swami Charitra etc.
The Shri Chitrapur Math Mumbai (Grant Road )Local Sabha has also its office in this wadi. The
All Chitrapur Saraswat Youth Trust was setup by H H Shrimat Parijnanashram Swamiji to
inculcate spiritual values in the youth of the community. As per wishes of Parama Pujya
Swamiji, this institution started Shree Datta Jayanti Utsav in the Society which is graced every
year by the Mathadhipati of Shri Chitrapur Math. This event has become a major event in the
Shri Chitrapur Math calendar.

The establishment of this big colony has thus given birth to many institutions which meet the
social, cultural, educational and religious needs of the residents. These institutions together
have imbibed a Cooperative spirit among the people and have evolved a community life of its
own. Amidst such a life, almost three new generations have grown in these seventy five years.
The Talmakiwadi has been one of the chief centres of our community and a source of
inspiration and guidance to many a Cooperative Housing societies started later. Thus the
Talmakiwadi Cooperative Housing Society has not only fulfilled its aim of providing residential
accommodation, but has gone beyond it in providing the amenities for the all round growth
of the community.

It is a matter of gratification and pleasure that The Talmakiwadi Co-operative Housing Society
has completed seventy five of its existence. To mark this significant event the Society
celebrated the Platinum Jubilee with a grand 'Wadi Fest 75' event this year. The Platinum
Jubilee started with special Poojas and prayers offered at all Samadhi Maths and at the Lotus
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feet of Param Pujya Swamiji for seeking Blessings for the welfare of the residents of the
Society. To the good fortune and happiness of the Members of the Society, a special Durga
Namaskar Pooja was held to seek blessings of the Goddess for the residents of the Society.

The Platinum Jubilee celebrations provided an opportunity for the present and past residents
of the Society to display their talent and meet up with the old folks to bring back fond
memories of stay in this colony.

While celebrating the Platinum Jubilee of the Society it was in the fitness of things that we pay
our respects to innumerable selfless, foresighted public spirited men who conceived the idea
of starting the Society for providing cheap residential accommodation on the Cooperative
basis and executed this idea amidst many difficulties.

INTROSPECTION

The completion of 75 years is also an occasion for introspection so that efforts could be made
to shape a future better than the past. In India, with millions of our countrymen steeped in
illiteracy and poverty afflicted by malnutrition and disease, we must consider ourselves
fortunate. For, we have not only cent per cent literacy but the benefits of education, with few,
if at all, as school dropouts. Hardly any family could be considered to be below the poverty
line, though all may not be classed as affluent. None is a slum dweller, all of us having decent
houses to livein.

We were not as well off a century ago. But the institutions started by our elders in the early
years of this century with great vision, nursed and strengthened with self-less dedication over
the years, helped us to be what we are today. Those institutions have contributed to stabilize,
strengthen and enrich our economic, social and cultural life. Are we on our part making any
contribution at least by way of preserving the values, working for the ideologies in the same
spirit that had inspired our elders who built up these institutions? The old values of selfless
service are yielding precedence to what is fashionable today as 'Pragmatism'. Individual
interest and personal ambition for positions of status and power, factionalism are affecting a
number of our institutions adversely. In the co-operatives we proclaim to be successful
business enterprises, satisfied with adherence to the co-operative form and the facade of
democratic structure, least concerned about the spirit of co-operation and the soul of
democracy.

Co-operative housing was started to save those in need of housing accommodation from
exploitation by the unscrupulous landlords. But today those who have received the benefit of
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accommodation through co-operative housing at far lesser cost than the then prevailing
market rate have themselves developed tendencies to take advantage and earn commercially
by selling their tenements at the prevailing market rates to outsiders. These were not the
original objective of the co-operative and the sacrifices the founders had made so that the
generations then yet unborn should have decent houses to live in free from exploitation. It
would be a fitting tribute to the founders that we change this perception and reignite the co-

operative spirit amongst the present generation and educate the younger generation on the
sacrifices made.

r)rs

References: TCHS records
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The following Senior Citizens were Honoured during the Platinum Jubilee
Celebrations:

Smt. Manorama Sashital, Smt. Kamali Mavinkurve, Shri Suresh Andar, Smt. Mira
Balse, Smt. Mukti Bijur, Smt. Sumati Chandawar, Shri Ramdas Heble, Smt. Sarla
Kalthod, Smt. Suniti Kulkarni, Smt. Shanti Mankikar, Smt. Mira Mavinkurve, Smt.
Krishnabai Mudbhatkal, Smt. Kamali Pandit, Smt. Parvati Sharma, Smt. Indira
Shibad, Smt. Shanta Vokhetur, Smt. Turme Shrimati, Smt. Suniti Hemmady, Shri
Anand Nadkarni, Shri Dilip Baindur, Smt. Sheila Nadkarni, Shri Shivanand
Nadkarni, Shri Hemant Nadkarni, Smt. Nirmala Gokarn, Shri Kishore Kulkarni,
Smt. Sheila Surkund

Shri Ramesh Gokarn, Shri Gokarn, Shri D. K. Balse, Shri Venkat Kalyanpur, Smt.
Sharda Ulpe and Smt. Vimali Balsekar could not attend the events.

TALMAKIWADI 17 75 years of Co-operative Living




varaswat Co-op. Hsg. Soc. Ltd.

1936




Transfer of Title deeds™~ Survey No 311

CHECK LIST Of TITLE DEEDS (A)

[ TA TAI MAKIW:‘\DI CO-OPERATIVE HOUSING SOCIETY LIMITED )

CADASTRAL SURVEY NO. 311 / TARDEO DIVISION

e

Land Revenue under Nos. 26528 & 523 | Municipal D Ward Nos. 3732 & 3733

New Nos.
| Old_ Survey Nos 111
New Survey Nos. 7022
S | Type of Deed
S

| Conveyance

]'l
':2 :Conveyonce
:3 iConveyonce
4 | Morlgage

5 | Sub- Mortgage

i

6 | Conveyance

|
7 | Conveyance

/ 8 | Conveyance

J
I9 ’Somement

110 | Conveyance

I !
| 11 | Indemnity Bond
|

| 12 | Lease - for a
period of 5 years
from 13t

| November 1925
| 13 | Indenture -~
auction
document

bearing No. 474

930

Indenture -

Conveyance

‘ BOM / 2397 /

1936

Indenture -

| Conveyance
BOM /1378
11937

Indenture -

Conveyance

BOM / 6690 /
11957

13529 & 14039

Street Nos. 101, 111A, 103 & 105

21% January 1§30

15 May 1936

234 December
1936

26™ September
1937

| Tardeo Road
L 112 .8 113 | Area of the Plot 5928 Square yards
|
Dated | Between
|
29" October 1855 | Dorabji Bhimji & Framiji Pestoniji
. Merwanii Bhimil
3d July 1856 Framiji Pestonji Pestoniji Behramji
| Colah
23 April 1863 Bhansali Mohanial | Pestonji Behramiji
— | Parmananddas Colah
7" June 1866 Pestorfi Behramji | Merwany
olah | Nusserwanii
. Nadirshaw 5.
31 March 1871 Merwanijl Dinsha Bhicaji
Nusserwanji Khan & framiji
Nadirshaw 5. | Bhicaji Khan
9t April 1874 Dinsha Bhicajl Khan | Cawasjl Adarf
& Framji Bhicaiji | Javaree
Khan |
15" July 1874 Cawasjl Adarji Dinsha Bhicaji
Javaree Khan & Bhicajl
} Framji Khan
25" Aprit 1887 Dinsha Bhicaji Khan | Nusserwaniji
& Maneckii Petit
| Rupabai _ ;
17t March 1894 | B&@iDinabai Jljibhal Framfi
executrix of Petit and others
Nusserwanji
Maneckil Petit J
18t September Jijlohal Framjl Pefit | Morarji
1894 | and others | Rutfonsey
18 September From : Bai Dinabal | To : Morarji
1894 | widow of Ruttonsey
Nusserwanji
| — 8 Manecldl Petit !
17h December | N.H. Moos- K. D. Palkhiwalia
1925 | Receiver in suit No.
1244 of 1924

[ Banco National
| Utramarino

[Banco National | Chotalal H.
Utramarino Mehia &
| Rameshchandra
C. mehta

Cholalal H. Mehta | Sarswat CHS Ltd.
& Rameshchandra
C. mehta

| Talmakiwadi
CHS Lid.

Sarswat CHS Ltd.




Transfer of Title deeds - Survey No 312

CHECK LIST Of TITLE DEEDS (B)

_{ TALMAKIWADI CO-OPERATIVE HOUSING SOCIETY LIMITED )

CADASTRAL SURVEY NO. 1

/312 / TARDEO DIVISION

Land Revenue under Nos. 105 & 106

Municipal D Ward Nos. 3743 4]

©_NewNos. A /13612, 13613

Sireel Nos. 8A Tardeo Rood

| Oid Survey Nos. 114 & 116

New Survey Nos. 1/7030

| Areq of the Plot 3452 Square yards

't-_"_ ]: Type of Deed Dated Between
i 1 | Conveyance 17" June 1895 Narayan Vasudev | Nanoosa
" | feop Kirtikar & Sokabal | Jagoosa
.- 2 | Appilication for 20" December By Memon Abdulrehman
! Battaki 1892 | Noomahomed Intimating purchase
of propertles from Narayan Vasoodeo
= 1 Kirfikat
3 |Conveyance 3d October 1896 | Nanoosa Jagoosa | Girdharldas
[ teopn N Ganeshamdas
4 | Morigage 28™ june 1897 From : Grdharidas | To: Bumansha
|| (cerifed copy) —— ‘Ganeshamdas Shapurji Chothia
5 |Deed of 31 May 1898 Girdharldas Bomansha
rectification Ganeshamdas Shapurji Chothia
| lcoov) R 1 R .
6 | Power of 25t Aprl 1898 From : Girdharddas | To: Vithaldas
Attomey Ganeshamdas Ramdas &
l_ - | another
7 | Decree In Suit 1897 Girdharldas | Vs
No. 673 of 1897 Ganeshamdas & | Jagmohandas
foorted copvl__ || | Vithaldas Ramdas | vondravandos

8 | Morigage tcosv | 26™ April 1900

9 | Decree in Suit 12t August 1910
No.802 of 1905
_1 | certified copy)

10 | Anal Decree for | 14" October 1911
sale In Suit
No.802 of 1905
| cortitied copy)

1

p—

802 of 1905

_| ceriified copy)
12 | Conveyance 34 April 1918
{Certified copy) |

13 | Application for | 14t August 1918

Receipt No.80 | 1921

Order In Sult No. | 7" February 1918

Girdharidasinei port) . Dullabhdas
Balmukunddas second part). Vithaldas
Ramdasihird part}. Bomansha Shapurji
Cholhiajtoudn parn)

Bal Jivanbal widow | Horrmusji Shapuil
of Bomanjl Shapuifi | Seerwal
Chothla &
Recelver in Suit 803

Battakd ) _| purchase of 3346 square yards
14  Conveyance 14" November Homnusfl Shapurfl Seerwal (one part)
1918 | Chaturbhuj Bhawanidas (second por)
_ __| Tulsidas Morat]l | thd par)
15 | Redemption 21¢ September By the Collector

13 | Indenture - 21v January 1930 | Banco National
auction Utramarino
document |
bearing No. 474 '
/1930 |
14 | Indenture — 13t May 1936 Banco Natlonal | Chotalal H. "N
Conveyance Utramarino Mehta & 5
BOM / 2397 / Rameshchandra o
1936 C. mehta
| |
3 15 | Indenture - | 234 December Chotalal H. Mehta | Sarswal CHS Lid.
5 | Conveyance 1936 & Rameshchandra ‘
BOM /1378 C. mehia [
11937
16 | Indenture - 26m September | Sarswat CHS Ltd. | Talmakiwaod
Conveyance 1937 | CHS Lid.
BOM / 6690 /
[ 1957 I

20




Initial Plan of the property boundary
before 1930

PLAN

OF THE
PROPERTY BOUNMDARY COLOWURED REO
conTAmNG(8928)SQUARE YARDS

dcai s 00 40 PesY ™ awlagy

CAST




of‘thé'-property before purc‘hasé

= e "=

e S T
~ Block Plan

Y
| A ol
e '
it
=, O
o L 3
- e 3 &
g A
& 3
i dh}
| =
'; '7.1,{
> -
gt
< =
F .
1=, arl
T L3
- L1
|
— oM —
| - - - Bospasy Colousr b 1t L~ iy
L = e Nl Amasasz 0% Y™ — A Py
] . : i PRI W —_— 4
- " x
£ T
;; —— HORTH ~——— |3 / ~—— DOUTH—~ ".

Smagg Buscror,




Block Plan of the property belonging to

Talmakiwadi Coop Housing Society - 2004
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Nishkama Karma Yogis

By Mahesh D Kalyanpur

Philanthropy is a word that has different connotations. In the West, it may mean giving away
a portion of your earnings, or parting with your fortune for a cause you believe in. Like
establishing the Ford Foundation, or like the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. But in India,
the word strikes a different chord.

In India, DANA (giving) is an important part of one's dharma (religious duty). Dharma has a
wide variety of meanings such as eternal law, duty, conduct, behaviour, morality and
righteousness. Each person has a dharma towards family, society, the world and all living
things.

Dharma needs to be seen within the framework of the traditional extended Hindu family,
which plays the role of a welfare state. The wealth a person acquires is not for him/ her but for
the welfare of the extended family and others. One has a responsibility towards those
members of one's family who cannot maintain themselves. In some circumstances an
individual may have no option but to give up or compromise his/ her personal goals for the
sake of the family. In short, 'giving' begins at home but extends beyond home.

This philosophy has been imbibed in the Chitrapur Saraswat community which pioneered the
Cooperative Housing movement in India. Saraswat Co-operative Housing Society Ltd. came
into existence in March 1915 as a unique experiment where the members part funded the
cost from their own contribution and a major amount was funded through a loan by
mortgaging the property.

Once the loan was repaid, instead of reaping the benefits of their experiment through the annual
dividends, these great souls further mortgaged Gamdevi property to avail loan and replicate the
cooperative housing society experiment at other locations for the benefit of other members of
the community who were migrating to Mumbai for job opportunities and wanted a shelter for
them.

They clearly followed the tenets mentioned in Shri Bhagwad Gita Chapter 17.20
datavyamitiyaddanam
diyate 'nupakarine

desekale ca patre ca
tad danamsattvikamsmrtam
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That gift or reward which is given out of duty, at the proper time and place, to a worthy
person, and without expectation of return, is considered to be charity in the mode of
goodness and is beneficial to both giver and recipient.

Rarely would you come across such great thinkers who would mortgage their own property
to help others to get a roof over their head. We are indeed fortunate to be born in a
community which had such forward looking ancestors because of whom today we are
fortunate toreside in the heart of the city of Mumbai.

Today we salute the noble thoughts of our ancestors who sacrificed their savings for

enhancing the life of our community members.
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Popular Ambulance Association: was started in 1949 under the
auspices of the KSA with an Ambulance van named in the memory of late Dr.
S. S. Balsekar. The Popular Ambulance Association operated from the Garage
near Bldg 17 and continued the noble service with its two Ambulance vans till
late 1970's. Presently the Association gives medical aid to the needy. The
Garage s being used by the KSA for its Diagnostic Health Centre and Path Lab.

Balak Vrinda Education Society : The Saraswat Mahila Samaj started a
School Balak Vrinda in 1941 in the premises of the KSA. As their educational
activities expanded the Balak Vrinda Education Society built it own building on
an adjacent plot in 1969. The School now has a Marathi and English medium
schoolup t0 S.5.C. level.
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Dr. B. P. DIVGI (9.8.1905 - 4.12.1983) A rare nobility

By Shri Narayan Shirali

Dr. Bhavanishankar Padmanabh Divgi was born in Kumta in a family of modest means. After
passing matriculation in 1923, he came to Mumbai to pursue higher education. Earning while
learning, working hard by taking temporary jobs in Municipal Corporation Office, Posts &
Telegraph Department, he assiduously passed M.B.B.S in 1933 & joined J. J. Group of Hospitals
as a House Surgeon.

With innate love for his profession and genuine concern for his patients, he endeared himself
to one and all. He was very popular among colleagues & seniors at the Hospital & medical
fraternity in Mumbai. He started his private practice in Umerkhadi, Dongri - an area consisting
of lower strata of population from Muslim and Ben-e-israel communities as also Pathan
workers employed in Mumbai Docks. Later, he started his dispensary at Nana Chowk, Grant
Road.

Always helpful to his relatives and friends, he soon got himself involved in social activities. He
started with the Popular Ambulance Association and guided the Saraswati Volunteers &
Athletic League. He also served as Chairman of the Talmakiwadi Co-op Housing Society, the
Balak Vrinda Education Society and was associated with The Popular Buying Club. He was
elected as Vice Chairman of The Shamrao Vithal Co-operative Bank in 1949 & later as
Chairman in 1958. He became a Municipal Councillor in 1948 and rendered valuable services
to Karnataka Sangh & Canara College Society, Kumta.

He was elected to Bombay Legislative Assembly in 1952 from Umerkhadi constituency
dominated by Muslims and Jews by defeating Mr. Mohiuddin Harris — a candidate from
Socialist Party. It was indeed a success of dedicated medical service to humanity rendered by
him in the area overriding religious prejudice and bias against Congress. In 1955, he resigned
as MLA on the issue of creation of Maharashtra state and was re-elected in Municipality as
Chairman, BEST Committee in 1957. His successful ascendancy was due to his hard work,
honesty, simple & humble nature, ability to harness energies of all corporators belonging to
different parties and taking a principled stand of fairness.

Although belonging to a small community of Chitrapur Saraswats, he was elected Mayor of
Bombay in 1964-65. He was the first citizen of “urbs prima in Indis” (meaning “the first city of
India”) - a cherished aim of social workers in Mumbai. He adorned the post with dignity and
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set high standard of behavior and integrity that is worthy of emulation by all who genuinely
wish to volunteer for social services. It was during this period that he helped acquire a plot
adjacent to Talmakiwadi for the Balak Vrinda Education Society and Sundatta High School.

Dr. Divgi was frank, outspoken and sometimes angry also but his anger was against injustice,
dishonesty and deceit. Throughout he was guided by a certain philosophy of life which was
largely influenced by Gandhiji but he was never ostentatious about it. He wore khadi till the
end of his life.

His family life was happy. His wife Ramabai, a devout, ever smiling lady gave her whole-
heartedly supported in his zest to help family & friends. His son Ajit & daughter-in-law Aarti
continue their contribution of medical service to humanity and philanthropy albeit in US. His
brother, Shantaram P Divgi, first Indian Managing Director of Associated Electrical Industries
gave him unstinted silent support.

Dr. Divgi will be remembered as a towering figure for his devoted medical and social service in
many spheres of activities in Talmakiwadi, Kanara Saraswat Association (KSA) and indeed
Bombay (now Mumbai) city.
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Saraswat Volunteer & Athletic League (SVAL). Two organisations,

the Saraswat Athletic League and the Saraswat Volunteer Corps merged in

1941 into the Saraswat Volunteer & Athletic League (SVAL). The gymnasium

run by the SVALin Bldg 16, has produced a number of All India Body Builders in

the past.
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GOPAL R. KALYANPUR 7

“saath number nau number (referring to Bldgs 7 & 9), Taakintu
uddak une asssa, Bhornu gheyati” or “doodh dittalo manushu
aajt yeni, vochunu doodh gevnu yeyyati”, Gopalmaam would
announce, alerting Wadiites of small but important problems.

Bornon istJan 1903 in Mangalore, Gopal R. Kalyanpur came to
Bombay in search of a job. Having tried his hand at working for
the Railways, then with Jayant Engineering, and after a short
stint with Kalbag Sheshgirimaam, Gopalmaam landed in the

Wadi in 1939 as the driver of the Popular Ambulance Association.
Soon, recognizing his self less work, helpful nature, social attitude and alertness, he was absorbed by
the Talmakiwadi Society as a supervisor.

Dressed in Khakhi pant & Bush shirt, this balding gentleman reminded one of 'John Chacha' played by
actor David in the movie ‘Boot Polish'. Character wise, he would remind one of P L Deshpande's
‘Narayan', ever willing to get involved, take charge, help in every way that he could. In that sense, he
took total charge of the Wadi till his demise on 15th Oct 1973. He took care of day to day problems,
plumbing issues, the garden (maidan then), minor repairs and Security. It is said that when almost the
entire Wadi went to Shivaji Park on 1st March 1959 to witness the Historic Shishya Sweekar,
Gopalmaam stayed back to see that there were no thefts here!!

He took special care of the children of the Wadl, conducting classes for children, teaching them prayers,
Manache Shloka and Maths tables in the garage. On Sundays and holidays, he used to take them to
Malabar Hill or Victoria Gardens and teach them to love the trees, animals and the nature, side by side
entertaining them to snacks, chana and kurmura etc. Sometimes he would take them to Chowpatty and
teach them swimming. Behind his stern looks and 'Gabbar Singh' fagade was a tender heart, always
wishing well for everyone!!

When contacted in case of bereavements, irrespective of the status of the family concerned, time or
distance, he would rush to be of help, making all arrangements for the cremation. He also organized a

band of youth in the Wadi for specially undertaking that service. “Service to Humanity”was his motto
Gopalmam devoted his entire life in the service of humanity in general and the Wadi in particular.

Shri B U Kumble, Editor KSwrote in the Nov 1973 issue obituary: “Gopalmam is no more. We shall not

hear his announcements in our Wadi any more; Gopalmam who practically used his entire life in the
iy -
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service of the humanity. The like of him we will not see again for a long time to come”
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My Wadi Life in the Nineteen Forties
By Sadanand V. Nadkarni, Westborough, USA (Age: 94 years)

Writing this article gives me great pleasure, not only because of that sweet slice of my life
enjoyed during Wadi's formative years, but also for the opportunity to put onto paper some
of my most nostalgic memories for the benefit of my present and future generations.

Our family moved to Wadi in May 1942, and soon we older children were drawn into its
exciting activities. The first attraction was volleyball. We Nadkarni brothers made a
formidable team. Raghuvir would push the ball up to the top of the net and Murli would leap
up and smash the ball into the opponents' court. The opponents, captained by Shirur Viju,
were equally formidable. Shirali would push the ball to the top of the net and Viju would
smash the ball into our court. And we had Anna (Ganesh), Babbu (Madhukar), myself,
Nandan and Mohan earning points with deft placements. Viju's team also had Mavinkurve
(we called him A1), K. B. Nagarkatti and others who were equally adept at using similar
tactics. So, on the whole, these matches were very exciting. They were played on Sirur Square
ground on Sunday mornings, and attracted quite a crowd.

The next thing that impressed us was the conversion of Wadi into a throbbing “kridangan”,
mainly due to the efforts of Kulkarni Dinkarmam, a passionate physical culturist. He got a drill
teacher named Dukhande to train the young girls and boys in calisthenics, lezim and lathi.
Our Mohan gave Dukhande a hand by ensuring that all Wadi kids got enlisted in these drills
and regularly attended them. In addition, he talked to them about our traditional manners
and morals. Dinkarmam also renovated the gym with extra mirrors, lighting, barbells and
dumbells. The gym attracted many ambitious youths including Kulkarni Vasant, Balse Anna,
myself, and a couple of Irani bodybuilders.

Noting that a few tough boys like our Murli were keen to lift heavy weights, Dinkarmam
enlisted the services of reputed Prof. Telang. Telang was as dedicated to teaching and
inspiring his trainees as the latter, especially Murli, were to eclipse the set records. Little
wonder, therefore, that Murli went on to win the Gold in his class at the All-India
Weightlifting Championships held in Delhi.

From my childhood days, | have enjoyed my inborn acting skill in dramatics. So | was most
delighted when | got offers to enact major roles in two plays, written and directed by Talgeri
Pandumam, a longtime resident of our Gamdevi Colony. The first one, named “f&%d ad o7
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written in Marathi, was enacted in a public theatre in Grant Road in 1943. The second drama,
"Hautsiay”, written in Konkani, was played in our Wadi in 1944 during Diwali celebrations. In
the following year a “drama acting” competition was arranged. Each competing group was
given twenty minutes to enact a scene. Pandumam decided to compete with a touching
scene from "“f&Fd @R o " featuring Kaikini Duttamam and myself, playing the roles of mother
and son. The son is in jail, suspected of murder; and the mother visits him to convince the
police that her son is too good of a soul to commit such a heinous act. Pandumam arranged
several rehearsals to tone us up, so it was hardly any surprise that we bagged the first prize
among a dozen competitors.

| shall now turn to our close relations, long settled in Wadi, who often visited us. Foremost
among them was our Amma'’s eldest brother Appanna; to us he was Appanmam. He was in
his late seventies, agile and witty, who liked climbing up three floors to talk to his sister Girija
(Amma) and his daughter Ansayi who was our Anna's (Ganesh) wife (mevnya — mevni
alliance). He was often seen in Dutta Mandir, praying or reading. On religious days he would
lead a procession of devotees, singing bhajans in his melodious voice to the accompaniment
of taal. Then there were the Haldipur brothers, Shankeranna, Shivramanna, and Nanna,
whose mother Kalyanakka was our Amma's elder sister. Shankeranna used his spare hours to
work in the Housing Society's office along with Ubhaykarmam. Shankeranna was very fond of
Amma. He would often walk in and say, Pacche, kasshi assa toon? Kasli madati jai ve?

In early 1943 Ansayi-Anna were blessed with a son (Vinod) who won first prize in the baby
show contest held by the KSA at Diwali time. In May 1943 our Babbu (Madhukar) got married.
My turn to be a family man came in May 1945. Arrival of new “honnies” and babies prompted
our parents to suggest that we move out. So early 1950 saw us shifting to Matunga with
mixed feelings.

In conclusion, | feel blessed to have grown up in the nurturing environment of Talmakiwadi.
Through our wonderful KSA Magazine, | keep abreast of various activities that, | am glad to
see, continue to instill the current generation with the same principles and ideals that guided
my generation.

“This article was the first one we received, as early as in May 2013. Sadanandmam (Anandmaam) kept checking
with us as to when we intend to publish the Souvenir. His daughter Suvarna and Son-in-Law Ashok Hattangadi,
with whom he now stays in the US, wrote to us that he "is 94 now, and doing great' We salute Anandmaam for
his enthusiasm and wish him a smooth and healthy march towards his century and beyond. - TCHS Managing
Committee”
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Down Memory Lane - Talmakiwadi.
By S. N. Surkund

I landed in Mumbai (then Bombay) in 1951 from Udupi, in search of 'Roti-Kapda-aur Makaan'.
While in Udupi, | had heard of Talmakiwadi, built exclusively for our Community members,
and also knew that some relatives from my mother's side, the Sirurs of the Sirur Printing Press
and Yederis stayed.

| was just about 18 years and my height was not even 5 feet. For about 2 years, | had no job
and would often visit Talmakiwadi to spend some time and meet people.

Then came Diwali Sports and Cultural Programmes. My visits increased. | would watch the
Rangoli & Cooking competitions with great interest. Often, the Sports events would be held
at Wilson College Gymkhana, Marine Drive. One particular year, | remember a young School
boy came from Udupi (Ugrankar? ) and bagged all prizes in athletics - such as running, high
jump, long jump etc. The 'seasoned' Wadi youngsters were dumb stuck.

Then there used to be Carrom tournaments. Since | used to play Carrom right from my school
days, | would watch youngsters playing. It took me a while to decode terms like ‘Girgaum
shot’, ‘chop shot’ and ‘Kowshik shot’. | remember once seeing Late Premanand Sirur doing a
‘start to finish’ at one go.

Fancy Dress competition during Diwali programme. was always the most eagerly awaited
item. Once | took part as ‘Karuna Krupalu Karate Kogga’ - showed my face with a turban, in a
photo frame. | got a consolation prize. Later, it became a routine for me to be invited to be a
judge for the Fancy Dress competition - that too just an hour before the starting!! | wonder if
this has changed, but must admit | enjoyed those assignments.

Then in 1954, a Konkani Yakshagana, conceived, written and directed by Late Shri Surkund
Annaji Rao, was performed in Talmakiwadi. | managed to get a front seat. Getting people to
speak only in Konkani was very difficult. Lots of hard work was required of the team.
However, in one of the scenes related to ‘Lanka Dahana’, when Hanuman was urging Ravana
to release Sita, Ravana suddenly blurted out ‘Makka tugale puran aikunchak TIME na’, at
which our Hanuman and the audience were in splits!!

Then how can we forget R.D. Kamath's Konkani dramas ? It was always a ‘House Full’ for his
programmes. Once the name of the drama was ‘Assa ki na’. When the announcement was
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and appropriate news items appearing in various newspapers, which may appeal to our
community.

| got married in the Wadi Hall. Marriage brought me to Talmakiwadi as a permanent resident, |
raised my family there and continued to getinvolved in various social activities.

When we talk of weddings or other functions in the Wadi Hall, you remember late Shirali
Deomaam, his hastak Govinda - and his hastak Appa. | remember the first time | tasted ‘Avial’
in Wadi Hall (1 had tasted it only in Kerala), was during the thread ceremony of Anup Surkund
- as his father specially told me aboutit.

Then oneis reminded of H.H. Swamiji's visits. We have fond memories of visits by HH Shrimat
Anandashram, then Swami Parjnanashram and now His Holiness Swami Sadyojat
Shankarashram. They were, and are, great occasion for our community people to have
'darshan’ of Swamiji. The evolution of Shri Datta Jayanti celebrations over the years has
ensured that our younger generation also can participate with enthusiasm and devotion.

Now we even have a lovely small garden in the Wadi with a suitable walking track for doing
morning walks, and 'Brahmi' available in plenty ! We must thank Bipin Nadkarni for his
initiative to do something new, that too in such a small place.

Looking back, all | can say is that there is no place like Wadi, where help is never far away.
When | had a blood clotin my brain, had it not been for Dr. Uday Andar, | would not have been
on this planet. Thanks to his prompt action, the right treatment and urgent surgery, | am alive
today. | have no words to express my gratitude. '

Thanks to the various Institutions - the KSA (horoscope matching?), KSA's Hall, Udyog, various
activities, and relatives staying in the Wadi , | can confidently say that any Bhanap, irrespective
of where heis put up, has connections with Talmakiwadi in one way or another.

So, long live, Talmaki Wadi an example of the cooperative spirit of living.

RS
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My Half Century with Talmakiwadi.

Few Observations; A Few Memories
Professor Frank F. Conlon, Seattle, WA, USA

Talmakiwadi has had a special place in my long relationship with the Bhanap community. My
first encounter occurred on 3rd February 1966, when Narayan Kulkarni walked with me from
the Popular Book Depot across the Grant Road bridge and up Tardeo Road. He had hoped to
introduce me to some KSA officers, but when it became clear that they could not meet that
day, he invited me to his family's apartment for tea and conversation. It was my introduction
to two of the most attractive aspects of Bhanap hospitality! Two days later | returned to meet
the then officers of the KSA who welcomed me and handed over several books and other
literature giving important information on both the community and the Shri Chitrapur Math.
| was invited to return so that | might consult back issues of the Kanara Saraswat and other
association documents. Here again Bhanap hospitality played a big role in the success of my
research. Because of the limited times when | might consult the magazines and documents
during the open hours at the association's premises, an incredibly generous offer was made
by Prabhakar and Saguna Sirur whose flat was upstairs from the KSA office. The magazines
and reports which were critical to my explorations of the community's history could be shifted
to the Sirur residence where | might spend long afternoons reading and taking notes on the
collected materials. The Sirurs welcomed me for many long visits. Of course they offered tea
and meals and, most importantly, friendship while sharing their own memories of the past of
the community. Their hospitality epitomized the graciousness of so many Bhanaps during
early days in Bombay—it meant that | have always thought of Talmakiwadi as one of my
“bhanap homes,"” along with the library in the home of Dr. Gopal Hattiangdi's at Laburnum
Road.

Recognizing that 75th anniversary of Talmakiwadi is being celebrated has presented me with
something of a shock—namely, the realization that | have known Talmakiwadi for two-thirds
of its history! Of course, when | first walked through the gates with Narayan Kulkarni, | did
not comprehend the significance of the place. At that point | had not understood the
important pioneering efforts of the Saraswat community in launching co-operative housing
projects. Neither had | yet grasped the degree to which the early Bhanap migrations to
Bombay had led to the clustering of families in the vicinity of Grant Road station. As | later
observed in my book A Caste in A Changing World (p. 177), by the 1920s the Grant Road
vicinity contained the greatest number of Bhanaps that had ever existed in one locality. While
most of those families occupied flats or chawls in privately-owned buildings and complexes,
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the successful launch of co-operative housing societies tended to confirm the continued
concentration of Bhanap families and, furthermore, had encouraged the development of
other social and cultural organizations and activities. | was reminded of the significance of
this when, during a 2005 conversation with Nandan Nilekani in Bangalore, he stated that one
of the sources of Saraswat success had been the development of “social capital”—by which
he meant a growth of networks of reciprocity, trust, and cooperation leading to constructive
results that benefited the broad membership of the community. He offered a personal
example when he recalled that his studies in Bombay had been possible because of being able
to stay at Talmakiwadi.

The wadi has also been the venue for many events in the community's modern history. In the
1930s Swami Anandashram camped there and offered discourses to the faithful—a pattern
which would be continued by his successors down to the present day. The KSA Hall saw
celebrations of religious festivals, recognitions of student achievements, musical concerts,
dramas and educational programs. Talmakiwadi saw the celebrations of weddings, births,
anniversaries and the solemn observance of memorials. Indeed, on the afternoon of my
second visit in February, 1966, | attended a meeting condoling the sudden passing of A. V.
Shankar Rao who had recently presided over a meeting of the Shri Chitrapur Math
Mahasabha in Shirali. Another memory that stays with me is the occasion in the winter of
1991 when | was invited to be chief guest in a celebration of awards of recognition to eminent
Konkani speakers. It gave me an opportunity to deliver a short address in Konkani.

Dr. Prakash Mavinkurve has asked that | comment on changes in Talmakiwadi | have observed
over the years. There surely have been some changes that are visible immediately upon the
wadi from Tardeo Road. The gates are new and sturdy and one's eye is drawn to the handsome
tablet and bust honoring Shripad S. Talmaki. However, a pedestrian must quickly adjust the
view to the roadway—for it is much improved over what existed before, and one must avoid
stumbling on the “speed bumps” that testify to the growing presence of automobiles. Fifty
years ago | recall more scooters than autos tucked into spaces beside the buildings.
Progressing toward the east, | have been struck by the improved gardens and facilities for
residents. The remodeling of the Kanara Saraswat Association building and the creation of
the Shrimat Anandashram Sabhagriha represent a considerable improvement that has
enhanced the utility and scope of the original hall. My last physical visit to the wadi was in
November 2011 at the time of the celebration of the KSA's centenary. What struck me perhaps
more than changes within Talmakiwadi were the changes without. The destruction of old
buildings and familiar landmarks and the rise of new high-rise residential towers provided a
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shocking contrast to my memories of my first years in the city. Perhaps no greater contrast
could be seen than the view, looking westward down the wadi lane, of Mr. Ambani's massive
“monument” up on Cumballa Hill. It seemed to me to offer a dramatic visual representation
of contrast between the wretched excesses of unbridled wealth of one rich individual and the
thrift and prudence and spirit of community co-operation (the social capital) represented by
the co-operative spirit that launched Talmakiwadi seventy-five years ago and that should

sustain it today and into the future.

*Frank F Conlon is the author of “A Caste in a Changing world - Chitrapur Saraswats from
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Visits of the Mathadhipathis of Shri Chitrapur Math

to Talmakiwadi
by Dr. Prakash Mavinkurve

We Talmakiwadi-ites have been constantly blessed by regular visits of our Mathadhipathis.
A chronology:

HH Shrimat Anandashram Swamiji, 9th Mathadhipathi

Though Parampujya Shrimat Anandashram Swamiji had passed through Mumbai (then
Bombay) in 1910 and 1911 (in His Poorvashram) His first interaction with the Bombay laity
was in January 1927 during His First Northern Tour. Within three days He won all hearts by His
warmth, love and accommodating nature. The Feb 1927 issue of KS reported: “ though the
Swamiji's visit was brief, it left an impression on the heart of every man, woman and child in
the Community—an impress of faith in God, fidelity to the Math, and devotion to the Guru.

It might be said of Swamiji that “He came, He saw and He conquered” .

Swamiji's next visit to Mumbai was for the inauguration the newly built buildings of
Anandashram Colony on 26th Dec 1937. It was during this visit that He is believed to have
expressed that the community leaders should also think of affordable housing for the middle
income group Chitrapur Saraswats, migrating from the Kanaras.

Swamiji's visit in March 1944 was His first visit to the newly formed Talmakiwadi. He was
ceremoniously received at the Bombay Victoria Terminus on the 5th of March. A special seat
was arranged for Him at the station. Flowers, garlands, coconut and fruits were offered, and
then He was driven along the Marine Drive in a beautifully decorated car to Talmakiwadi. At
the Gate, He was received by Shri G P Murdeshwar, Chairman, and other members of the
Saraswat Housing Society. The Wadi was decorated from the gate to the Hall within, and
flowers were showered on His Holiness as He walked along the carpet laid for Him. On the
way, He visited the Dutta Mandir, where Padapuja was performed. Shri Ganeshmaam Heble
sang melodious Bhajans as the procession moved towards the Hall. Members of Talmakiwadi
who were waiting for Swamiji's darshan from the morning, took Dhoolbhet.

12th March '44 was an exclusive Talmakiwadi Day' reserved for the residents of Talmakiwadi
and neighbouring localities to enable them to render homage collectively to Him.

Swamiji left Wadi for Matunga on 18th March'44.
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Sadhana Saptaha, an annual feature, was started in December 1940 at Shirali, on the
occasion of the Silver Jubilee of the Ordination of H.H. Shrimat Anandashram Swami. The
main aim of these annual gatherings was to take a spiritual aspirant step by step to his goal of
self-realization through selfless service, devotional exercises, and spiritual discourses,
representing respectively the paths of action, devotion and knowledge in a humble way and
ina sacred environment.

Talmakiwadi has been the venue for four Sadhana Saptahas, in the presence of His Holiness

1. 28th November to 5th December 1948

2. 21st December to 29th December 1952

3. 3rd December to 9th December 1956 (Swamiji'scamp from 25th Nov to 15th Dec)

4. 24th December to 31st December 1964 (Swamiji's camp from 20th Dec to 2nd Jan 65)

15 & 16 April 1950: Mahasabha was held in Talmakiwadi. The Meetings began on 15th April
1950 with prayers. Swamiji attended the first sitting and after the prayers, blessed and
addressed the gathering.

22nd Feb to 18th March 1959: Wadi residents were fortunate to witness and participate in
the preparation for Shishya Sweekar. HH Swamiji arrived by car from Pune at 11.15 am on the
22nd of February to a rousing welcome by thousands of devotees thronging for His Darshan.
He was ceremonially welcomed by the President of the Standing Committee Shri K. Guru Dutt
and escorted to the Mandap near the Hall. Dhoolbhet, Mahapuja, Mangalarati and Teertha
vitaran followed. Bhajans, Deepanamaskars, Ashthavidhan brought the day to a close. The
next two days, 23rd & 24th February, Laksha Gayatri Japa Anushtaan was offered. On 25th
February, Laghurudra and Krichchra Prayaschitta was performed. At 5.30 pm on 26th
February, the Shishya designate, Ravindra Shankernarayan Shukla was escorted from
Santacruz by the President SC. He was greeted at the Talmakiwadi Gate by hundreds of
curious devotees.. He was led into the pandal and after paying obeisance to the Deities and
Guru, was seated on the dais where the entire gathering could have his Darshan. On the 27th
Morning, the scene shifted to Shivaji Park for the main historic function on 1st March 1959,

2nd March 1959: The scene shifted back to Talmakiwadi. In the evening the Shishya Swami
HH Shrimat Parijnanashram was carried on a Palki from the Hall to buildings 15, 16, 17 and
thence towards the Main Gate, at the other end of the Wadi. The entire Wadi was lit up and
resounded to Jaijaikaars.

A memorable part of the Shishya Sweekar was a grand reception accorded at Talmakiwadi on
11th March 1959 to H.H. Shrimat Dwarkanath Tirtha Swami of Shri Gokarn Parthagali Math
and H.H. Shrimat Sudhindra Tirtha Swami of Shri Kashi Math. The pandal was packed to
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capacity to see, hear and take Blessings from the Swamis .

18th March 1959: Talmakiwadi gave a tearful farewell to the Guru and Shishya Swami, as
they moved towards the decorated car which was to take them to Poona.

26th Nov 1964: His Holiness addressed the KSA on the occasion of their Foundation Day.

20th Dec 1964 to 2nd Jan 1965: Swamiji along with Shishya Swamiji camped in Talmakiwadi
for Sadhana Saptaha. 31st Dec was celebrated as Talmakiwadi Day, to commemorate the
silver Jubilee of TCHS, in the Holy Presence of the Swamijis.

December 1990: Swamiji camped in Wadi for 3 days during Datta Jayanti

H H Shrimat Parijnanashram Swamiji, 10th Mathadhipati

26th November 1966: First visit to Wadi after Shishya Sweekar, for the Foundation day of KSA
6th to 8th July 1968: Private visit, for the inauguration of Nasik Holiday home on 7th July '68

23rd Jan 1970: HH Parijnanashram Swamiji arrived from Pune to a rousing welcome. The
students' wing of KSA,and Saraswati Volunteers League had erected a colourful pandal on
Sirur Square, and an archway right to the Gate of Talmakiwadi. He was received at the gate by
N S Rao, President KSA and DD Yennemadi, President Standing Committee and taken in a
procession to the Pandal. A Maanpatra was offered and read out. Deepanamaskaar and
Ashthavidhan ended the day's events. Pavanabhisheka, Rudrabhishek and Samuhik Gayatri
japa anushtaans was performed daily on 24th, 25th and 26th morning. Eveniﬁg programmes
included lectures by Shri V Rajgopal Bhat, Bhajans by Gurukripa Bhajan, Sudha Tanay and Shri
RN Paradkar.

25th Jan 1970: In the evening, there was a Palkhi Utsav with the idol of Bhavanishankar, led
by President N S Rao and Vice President Ramesh Nadkarni. The procession with crackers and
jaijaikaars, went along Tardeo Road, around Sonawala & Ganesh Prasad Bldgs, Chikhal Wadi,
Bhatia Hosp and then back to Wadi. On 26th Jan 1970, Swamiji unfurled the National Flag.
ShriN S Rao addressed the gathering and spoke about our duties to the Nation.

19th July 1970: Swamiji attended a Geet Govind Recital by Gajanan Watwe at the Indirabai
Kallianpurkar Hall in aid of unemployed in Bangalore (closure of textile mills). This was a
Private visit.

26th Nov 1970: He graced the Inauguration of the .Diamond Jubilee year of KSA, when
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making of Parijnanashraya at Shirali and the Census 1971 was announced.

26th Nov 1971: Diamond Jubilee KSA:. His Holiness came in the morning for a one day
program. There was satsang, pooja, arti, Prasad bhojan in the morning The evening Sabha
was joined by HH Dwarkanand Teerth of Parthagali Math. Swamiji later released Census
1971

4th to 7th May 1972: Swamiji released a detailed Report of the Census 1971,

21st to 27th November 1975: Swamiji graced the KSA Foundation day . He Unveiled oil
portrait of The 'Lucky 13' Founder Members of KSA

29th and 30th December 1979 : Swamiji graced the Maha Sabha at Talmakiwadi

November 1986: Swamiji visited Wadi for a day on an unofficial visit in response to a request
by the 'Talmakiwadi Youths'. That's the time He suggested to them that they should start Datta
Jayanti Utsav in Wadi and also involve other youth from the community. All Chitrapur Youth
Trust was thus formed replacing the term 'Talmakiwadi Youths'.

December 1986: One day visit for Datta Jayantiin Wadi followed by visits for Datta Jayanti in
December 1987, 1988, 1989.

27th April 1990: Akshaya Tritiya Swami Parijnanashram Pathology & Radiology unit
inaugurated by His Holiness on a one day visit.

H H Shrimat Sadyojat Shankarashram Swami, 11th Mathadhipathi

His Holiness ascended the Peetha of the Shri Chitrapur Math on 27th February 1997. His first
visit to Talmakiwadi on 1st December 1998 was reminiscent of the visits of Parampoojya
Anandashram and later Parampoojya Shrimat Parijnanashram Swamiji. Devotees thronged
the road from Tardeo Circle to Wadi as He was brought seated on a decorated silver chariot to
the pandal. Jaijaikaars rent the air as He alighted and after Padaprakshalan at the Gate,
walked to the pandal along the carpet laid for Him..

Since the first visit, Swamiji has blessed the Wadi with His presence every year for Datta
Jayanti, with a 'bonus' visit after the historic Kailas Manasarovar Yatra in June 2001. Over the
years, the excitement has not changed, but the number of days of stay in Wadi have reduced
due to pressing demands on His time, and as per His wishes, the celebration part has become
less ostentatious, with greater emphasis on Sadhana and Japa. To the Wadi-ites His presence,
like with the earlier Gurus, is sheer Bliss.
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Gayatri Anushtaans, Sadhana Panchakam Bhagavadgeeta recitation & Competition prize
distribution, Havans, Satyadatta Vrata, Padapoojas, Teertha vitaran, Bhiksha Sevas,
Swadhyayas, Upadeshas and Ashirvachans, Cultural programs, Palki Utsav and Swamiji's
interaction with children and youth, are the regular features of every visit.

Talmakiwadi is indeed Blessed that this Souvenir is being released by Him today, the 14th
December 2016 and pray to Lord Bhavanishankar and the Guruparampara that this grace
continues to flow forever on our beloved Wadi.
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Learn to keep your mind detached
from worldly issues to keep it happy.
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Shri Chitrapur Math Mumbai (Grant Rd) Local Sabha, the oldest
sabha of Shri Chitrapur Math has its headquarters in Talmakiwadi and has
been conducting religious activities throughout the year besides collecting
Vantiga for the Math. Datta Jayanti has been celebrated on a grand scale every
year since 1986 jointly by all Institutions including the All Chitrapur Saraswat
Youths Trust.
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Reminiscences...
By Pt. Sadanand Naimpalli

Another Diwali has come and gone, giving cause to reminisce about my growing up in
Talmakiwadi. The vibrant, ecstatic environment prevalent in the days preceding the Diwali
festival that | have experienced as a child, growing up into adulthood, is sorely missed today.
The preparations would begin at least a fortnight earlier with the heats of the minor events
taking place in the Wadi itself and the Anandashram Hall. The initial rounds of Carrom, Table
Tennis and Volley Ball were expectedly something that all youngsters looked forward to -
some as participants and others only as interested spectators. There have been great
champions. In Table Tennis, names of Manohar Halady (Bawa), Suresh (Babba) Nadkarni,
Chander Honnavar, Vithal Nadkarni, come readily to mind. But in Carrom, the only name that
stands out is that of Nandu Haldipur, the stylistic finisher of the Carrom board, if ever there
was one! The finals of both these events would be scheduled to be held on the Day of Diwali.
In some cases, the Table Tennis finals had more spectators than for variety entertainment
programs that used to be held in the “Maidan”.

On the other hand, there used to be events like music, fancy dress, cooking (for gents), fish
pond events - in which anybody could pass a jocular comment about another without names
being revealed. There were also One Act Play competitions and also full length Three Act Plays,
enacted by noted thespians like Talgeri Venkat maam, Golikeri Sundergopal maam,
Mavinkurve Dada, Shankar Balse maam and many more, whose names elude my memory. In
many cases, the dramas would end past midnight and at 4 a.m. the residents would be
awakened by loud crackers being burst by kids who would stay awake the whole night in the
excitement of the beginning of Diwali with Narak Chaturdashi, the day people would have
their "Abhyang Snan”.

All these entertainment programs and sports events were magnificently staged by the Kanara
Saraswat Association - KSA for short, the representative organization of Chitrapur Saraswats
worldwide. Talmakiwadi and KSA, although two distinct bodies, are inseparable. The KSA has
been the single most important factor in bringing the Chitrapur Saraswat community as one
bloc; it is the boys, girls, men and women of Talmakiwadi, who have given muscle and
impetus to it. To name a few, B.U. Kumblie (Babudi), Nagesh Kalbag, Ramdas and Ashok
Amladi, Mavinkurve brothers (Dada, Ramdas and Chaitanya) — have been at the helm of
volunteer groups that have shouldered responsibilities. Of course, even today, there is a

TALMAKIWADI 49 75 years of Co-operative Living




o

J\.'--.___fj|r ;_‘@.E‘

sizeable and competent force of volunteers, viz. Dilip Sashital, Uday Mankikar, Raja Pandit,
Sunil Ullal, Dr Prakash Mavinkurve and others. These people have risen to the occasion in every
demanding situation.

I have vivid memories of our revered Srimat Anandashram Swamiji, camping in our Wadi for
an extended period, almost every year. The enthusiasm of the residents was amazing, to say
the least. Those days were distinct for the austere festivities for all. Chitrapur Saraswats from
all over Mumbai would throng Talmakiwadi, to partake of the atmosphere that was prevalent
then. On the day that Swamiji and His retinue of archaks, was to depart for Shirali, | have seen
men and women shed tears. This would continue till the Khar Mutt came into existence and
then, one by one, the other Sabhas started hosting Swamiji and the archaks.

The Anandashram Hall was very popular as a venue for weddings and thread ceremonies. On
such occasions, the Wadi residents would be treated, over the sound system, to melodious
songs of Lata Mangeshkar, Asha Bhosle, Manik Varma and other noted singers.
Unfortunately, these songs have now been replaced by the jing-bang of today's Bollywood
music.

The Chitrapur Saraswat community's propensity for classical music is well known. Classical
music concerts have been held in the Anandashram Hall for a long time now, and | have had
the privilege of accompanying many a stalwart in my younger days. When | was undergoing
training in Tabla from my Guruji Pandit Taranath Rao, of hallowed memory, my late mother
used to tell me that in the early 1940s, the annual Bhatkhande Anniversary music concerts
were held in the Anandashram Hall. She had listened to legendary musicians' like Pandit Ravi
Shankar, Ustad Ali Akbar Khan, Pandit Kishen Maharaj, Shrimati Hirabai Barodekar, Kesarbai
Kerkar and Pandit Bhimsen Joshi.

Our Wadi has been and will continue to be a cohesive and internally well connected colony,
where the birth of a child in one family is a joy, celebrated by all residents and a death in
another casts a pall of gloom over the entire Wadi. May this all encompassing feeling of
brotherhood demonstrated in the Wadi serve as a beacon for all existing and future sprouting
colonies.

It has been an honor to write an article in this Platinum Jubilee Souvenir issue. But although |
have tried to cover as much I could, | still feel that | may have missed out on many issues and
personalities who have inspired me and many others who have had the good fortune of being
born and raised in Talmakiwadi.
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HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS ....

A report on the Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
By Samir Halady & Dr Prakash Mavinkurve

The Platinum Jubilee of Talmakiwadi started on Yugadi, 15th April 2013, with a
Satyanarayan Puja preceding the annual Panchang Vachan. That day we had received
Blessings from Parampujya Swamiji, and had also requested Poojas at all Samadhi Maths. On
26th May, there was a childrens' program at the Wadi Gardens. The Wadi picnic to 'Silent
Valley Resort' on 22nd Sept 2013 was a great success. The Diwali 2013 programme was jointly
conducted by KSA & TCHS. In December, the Wadi was Blessed by His Holiness Swamiji at a
special programme at the Garden when Kanakabhishek was performed and Senior citizens of
Wadi honoured. The children and youngsters of the Wadi put up a beautiful dance ballet on
Mahishasuramardini, which was well appreciated by all.

On 21st Sept 2014, Wadi veteran enthusiasts put up a touching drama — 'Mitra' at the
Karnatak Sangha Hall, to a packed house. The celebrations then slowed down as the Wadi
underwent massive Structural repairs in 2014-15 till March 2016.

‘Wadi-Fest 75' on 8th, 9th and 10th April 2016 brought down the curtains on the colorful
three year Platinum Jubilee commemoration of Talmakiwadi Coop Housing Society.

The preparations for the three day Fest started much earlier, with our youngsters going all out
on the social media, creating a 'buzz' as they called it. Samiir Halady who coined the term
‘WadiFest 75' requested Bharat Bijur (USA) for Admin rights to the Talmakiwadi facebook
page, and started posting content to create the required buzz. He also added a tagline
"Home is Where the Heart is” to communicate the emotion behind the event. Sanmesh
Kalyanpur, Aseem Hattangadi, Rohan Burde, Santosh Sirur and Samir formed the 'marketing'
team, Maithili Padukone, Yatin Nadkarni, Dhanashree Mallapur started working on a
documentary on the Wadi. Tulsi Manjeshwar offered to take care of the FunFair. People of all
age groups committed to take responsibility for some activity or the other.

There were WhatsApp groups like the 'Wadi Fest' and 'Wadi katto', Facebook pages and
Twitter which in a jiffy connected Wadi-ites all over the globe!! This would certainly reignite
the bonding to be able to create the buzz. This group had suddenly attracted almost 200
members and the excitement was so palpable that in a day some 1000 odd messages were
exchanged !! The Fest no longer remained the ownership of the organizing group, but now
belonged to each and every Wadiite who was involved in ideating, and enhancing the buzz.
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On the afternoon of Saturday the 9th, the Sirur Square was still being set for a Fun Fair, when
the Wadi came alive with a nostalgic event - “The Tug of War”, reminiscent of the good old
days of Diwali sports. Again there was lot of excitement and everyone participated in the fun
event. By 4.30 pm the Fun Fair stalls were ready, thanks to Tulsi Manjeshwar, the coordinator.
After the inauguration by Shri Suresh Hemmady, the crowds thronged the stalls — mouth
watering food, fun games, a selfie stall, varieties of beverages, chaat, costume jewellery - a
wide variety indeed! And then there was a central stage from where our singers like Dhruv
Dhareshwar and Amit Savkur belted out popular nostalgic and new Bollywood numbers,
applauded by the crowds. The atmosphere was like in a carnival, with back ground Music and
the two Masters of Ceremonies, Samir Halady and Santosh Sirur along with Sanmesh
Kalyanpur giving a continuous walk-around commentary and interviewing people, so that all
those unable to be here could 'participate' on their 'periscope'. Amidst all this was the
touching effort of the youngsters to bring their favourite 'pettya maam'in an ambulance from
the Old Age Home where he now stays, to the Wadi and the kids he loved so much ! The tears
of joy on his face made the whole effort worthwhile indeed.

The festivities then moved into the KSA Hall as it was all set up for a 'Disco' Jam Session. To the
beat of the DJ, everyone danced to their hearts content late into the night.

Souvenirs with the Wadi Fest-75 Logo were sold out the very first day, and orders were
rushed to make more. An unforgettable evening indeed!!

On Sunday, the Garden was set for the much awaited play by Wadi veterans - 'Golmal -4'. The
seats were occupied much in advance of the scheduled time as people from all over headed
forthe Wadi. And for the first time in many years, extra chairs had to be rushed in!!

Based on an earlier popular Konkani comedy — 'Under secretary’, Golmal was given a
contemporary twist by our very own award winning Film producer and Director -Bipin
Nadkarni. The witty, spontaneous dialogues and flawless acting had the audience in splits.
Kudos to the performers Dr. Uday Andar, Smita Mavinkurve, Anand Nadkarni, Deepa Savkur,
Sunil Ullal and the evergreen Uday Mankikar. A special mention of Harish Chandavar, every
dialogue and move of his brought laughter in the audience. Technically, he was the only non-
Wadi-ite but to his credit, he did not miss a single rehearsal and used to commute from
Matunga every evening, dot on time!! Thank you, Harish. The backstage was ably handled by
Kannika Nadkarni, Deepa Andar, Savita Padukone, Rupa Mankikar and Ketaki Mavinkurve
with Sunila Mallapur & Santosh Choutele helping in the Makeup.
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The whole effort became a live example of synergy playing out.

Another electronic marvel, an App called 'Periscope’ promised (and delivered) live streaming
of each and every event - every moment of the happenings - to all those who couldn't be here
This being an interactive communication, immediate feedback from them brought all so
much closer!! Thanks to Reliance Jio for their complimentary 4G Connection.

The Shamrao Vithal Bank was as usual ready to help out with a sponsorship, and so were Shri
Kishore Masurkar of Entod, Shri Praveen Kadle, the Union Bank of India, The North Kanara
Goud Saraswat Bank, Shri Ashok Chandavarkar and many others, mainly past and present
residents of the Wadi.

Banners and logos were designed and put up, lighting on the road and in the garden was set
days before the main event. Colourful posters reminding all to keep the Wadi 'Swaccha' were

putup.

There couldn't have been a better day than Yugadi to give an auspicious start to the main
event. In the early evening of the 8th April, Maa Durga was invoked with Durga-Namaskaar,
conducted by Manohar Bhat. As dusk set in, the illumination came on, and the entire newly
painted Wadi and Garden wore a festive look. The traditional Panchang Vaachan by Sunil Bhat
Nadkarni followed, under the auspices of the Grant Road Sabha, Kanara Saraswat Association
and the Talmakiwadi Coop Hsg Scty. As this was happening, the stage was being set for
another memorable item. The Chairperson of TCHS, Smt Nirmala Chikramane felicitated Smt
Manorama Sashital, Ramapacchi as she is lovingly called, on her 100th Birthday. An awesome
cake, home-made by Dhanashree Mallapur was cut. This was followed by felicitation of those
Wadi-ites who have continuously stayed in the Wadi from its inception on 5th April 1941.
Then there were some Wadi-ites who had come especially from overseas, and from other
parts of India, who were also felicitated.

The Yugadi Prasad, with cakes and Ice cream (sponsored by Dilip Sashital) was distributed as
everyone waited for the exciting Talent Show. The Show started , but boom!! Off went the
loud speakers, as there was some technical problem, and a cloud of anxiety descended. Just
then Pankaj Murdeshwar darted out and got a set of equally good Speakers he had with him
AND THE SHOW WENT ON!!! In the next two hours, 23 participants —young and old, present
and past, those in India and from overseas — brought out their best in the form of music and -
dance. There were quite a few surprises and unexpected 'Chupa Rustoms' who performed to
everyone's delight. Samiir Halady was at his best as the Master of Ceremonies.
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Soon after the Play came a documentary, on the Wadi, its history and character, its people,
narrations of funny incidents and journeys into the past! It was well appreciated. It was
produced by our own Wadi youth - Yatin Nadkarni, Maithili Padukone, Dhanashree Mallapur,
Yashashma Savkur, Sanchi Nadkarni, Sanjana and Sanmesh Kalyanpur, Ketaki Mavinkurve,
Mahima Baindur, Santosh Sirur and others.

There was much bonhomie at the sumptuous dinner that followed as many met with their
child hood friends after ages, and chatted long into the late night. Thanks to Vinay & Maya
Gangavali (Guruprasad Caterers) forall their efforts.

As mentioned in the Thanksgiving on the last day, there were lots of people who had
contributed, directly or indirectly, to the immense success of this event, and all could not be
thanked individually. The Managing Committee expresses its heartfelt gratitude to all of
them, and to all the participants of the three day fest, which literally brought home the point
that the Wadi has that magic of binding everyone into one big Family! We may be physically
present anywhere in the world, but our heart still lives in Wadi

Truly, as Samir puts it, “"Home is where the Heart is” !!
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My Guru takes an extraordinary position in my Life.

He is everything in my Life.

He is my “Kuladaivat”

His words are gospel to me and to worship his Holy Feet

is my Yoga Sadhana
Om Tat Sat
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Thanks to the various Institutions in Talmakiwadi, it is a place always bustling with activities!
Allyear round. Here are some of the reqular events which take place in the Wadi:

& \)»._3-"
Annual Events in the Wadi

January 26": Republic Day Flag Hoisting on Sirur Square

February : Dasbodh Parayan (Sacchidanand Saptaha Samiti) ending on Das Navami
Shivaratri: at Audumbar katto: Shiv pujan, Japa, Bhajans & Stotra recitation

March Holi Holikadahan followed by Dhoolivandan ( Color festival)

April 5 . Foundation Day Talmakiwadi Coop Housing Society

Yugadi, Panchang Vachan, Paanak panwaar
Ramnavami Palkhi
Hanuman Jayanti Palkhi
May . Shri Chitrapur Guruparampara Charita Parayan ending on Punyatithi of HH
Pandurangashram Swamiji
Shankar Jayanti ( Vaishakh shukla panchami) Japa, Bhajans & Stotra recitation
July : Gurupoornima :Gurupujan
August . Siddharudh charitra Parayan Sacchidanand Saptaha Samiti
. Shravani Upakrama: Naagapanchami & Shravan purnima
Independence day 15" August : Flag hoisting on Sirur Square
Ashadhi ekadashi, Dindi by Children of Sundatta (Wadi) School
August . Janmashtami Mhantyo from Shravan Krishna pratipada,
Govinda on Ashtami
September : Samuhik Ganahoma
Nhompi Ananta Vratam conducted by Shri Mohan (Kuttimaam) Savkur & Family
Oct . Navratri devi - sadhana panchakam parayan in Datta Mandir in connection with
Navaratri Utsav of Nalkurkaars
Oct/Nov : Mahalakshmi pujan and havan
Diwali Cultural activities and Sports
Nov . Kartik purnima Visit to Karla for seeking blessings for Datta Jayanti Function
KSA Convocation for successful Students
December : Geetalayanti:Bhagwadgeeta Recitation at Audumbar Katto
Ambabai Heble Bhagawad Geeta Recitation Competition
Datta Jayanti

o

In addition, Punyatithis of all our Gurus are observed, earlier by Bhajans and pravachans,
presently by Guru poojans. Lectures by Dharmapracharak Shri Rajgopal Bhat are held annually.
There are also Sangeet Sammelans at least once in two years
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Canara Saraswat Bhajan Mandal, Talmakiwadi

By Sudhir Balwally

In the early decades of 20th century, the migrant Bhanap community settled in Grant Road
area in Mumbai, founded pioneering institutions like SVC Bank and Kanara Saraswat
Association and Saraswat Mahila Samaj for the financial and social welfare of its members.
Canara Saraswat Bhajan Mandal was one more institution that was established to carry on
the tradition of Gokulashtami Mhanti-s. It was a legacy our forefathers had passed on across
generations, ever since they had settled in the Kanaras, way back in the 18th century. In
Mumbai, it began in 1910, in a little room owned by Shri Krishnarao Shamrao Kombrabail at
Topiwalla's chawl on Lamington Road. With the participation growing, the venue was shifted
first, to Saraswat Mahila Samaj hall in Gamdevi in 1918 and finally to Anandashram hall in
Talmakiwadi in 1939. Ever since, the Mhanti-s are conducted every year during Krishnajayanti
Festivities in Talmakiwadi.

After the untimely demise of Krishnarao Kombrabail in 1936, others in the group led by Karkal
Bhavanishankar maam continued the tradition. While Karkal maam led the singing part,
Belthangady Dattmaam accompanied on tabla and Heble Ganeshmaam on the harmonium.
There also were others like Kulkarni Dinkarmaam, Belthangady Raghuveermaam,
Belthangady Lakshmipacchi, Kodical Narsing Rao , Yerdoor Vasant Rao and many more.
Down the line, Ramdas Heblekar, Ganesh Sthalekar, Savitri Sthalekar, Murlidhar Aragnady,
Sushila Padukone, Ashok Kulkarni and Shamala Invalli joined the dedicated core group.
Karkal maam and his colleagues never missed the Mhanti-s even for a single year in their
entire life time. And who can forget our own Pettyamaam (Vasant Kulkarni and his bharavi
'Gopinatha pahudale' which people still remember? In 1987, Karkal maam handed over the
responsibility to Sudhir Balwally and his team comprising Savita Padukone, Shanta Kulkarni,
Smita Mavinkurve and Pramod Amladi. From the early 90s Heble Gurudathmaam started
accompanying on the Harmonium, for which he travelled all the way from Vileparie. Arun
Hattangadi provided table accompaniment for many years. In its centenary year in 2010, the
Mandal released an audio CD containing all the Bhajans.

Barring a few additions like Santosh Sthalekar, Gautam, Shamala and Chinmay Mavinkurve
and Vandana Balwally in the core team, the participation from general public has sadly
reduced drastically over the years. Nevertheless, our small group of less than ten individuals is
carrying on the mantle hoping to regain its past glory someday.
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The power of ‘Omkara’ when kept close to our hearts,
gives us the strength to destroy
any sorrows and difficulties in life

and gives us peace of mind.
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Choose a mutual fund which strives for
growth, balanced with safety.

Multiple benefits of Balanced Advantage Fund:

« Aims to buy equity when markets are falling and sel dicici
* Aims to provide better returns with moderately high risk LIIN-”AL P
* Tax free dividends and capital gains” - MUTUAL FUND

;

Balanced

Visit £ Download Advantage Fund

www.iciciprumf.com IPRUTOUCH App An Open Ended Equity Fund

To invest, please cansult your Financial Advisor

Y As pertax taws tor FY-17. tar 2quity schemes, dividends are tax-free & capital gang atter one year are tax-tree. Distribution of dividend 15 sut |8 1D apuova
from Trustees & avalability of distributable surplus |
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ICIC) Prudennial Balanced Advantage Fund is suitable for investors ,@’Lbiem "
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o Long term wealth creation solution, £ {é %
* An equity fund that aims for growih by investing in equity and derivatives, | |
*Investors should consult their financial advisers i in doubt about whether = . o
. A ) ) Investors understand that their principal
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Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks, read all scheme related documents carefully,
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Shri Sadanandashram Datta Mandir : The Wadi is blessed with the
Shri Sadanandashram Datta Mandir in one of the tenements in Building No. 4-
6 Itis managed by an independent Trust.

Canara Saraswat Bhajan Mandal has been regularly conducting
Krishna Jayanthi and Ram Navami Bhajans in lilting tunes every year for the last
many decades. ( for more details, see article on page 64)
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Life in Talmakiwadi

| By Mahesh D Kalyanpur

In late 1920's there was extensive debate on what should be an ideal Saraswat colony. Articles
in Kanara Saraswat magazine were published in July and October 1928 listing out what
should be present in an ideal Saraswat colony Viz. School, Temple, well qualified Priests to
fulfill the spiritual needs of the colonists, Dispensary, Co-operative Stores and Grocery shop,
Supervisory Committee to look after the sanitary needs with powers to settle all disputes
amicably, Social Service class to train women, Seva Dal (Volunteers), means to provide games
and amusement and a Reading Room, Gymnasium and swimming bath, Well conducted
quarterly journal and a Kala Bhuvan — Art school.

When Talmakiwadi Cooperative Housing Society was formed in 1938 most of the dreams
setup by our forefathers listed above were considered in the planning. Talmakiwadi was
designed in a manner to provide affordable housing to the members of community to provide
a sustainable model for middle class housing that should be maintained and can potentially
serve as a model for future housing projects. The founders designed the tenements in a way
to provide family atmosphere to the residents. The tenements were designed with a door
between adjoining tenements. These doors ensured that the size of tenements were not a
constraint for family functions when large number of relatives used to visit. The
interconnecting doors were opened to provide bigger space.

According to researchers, Kleinhans, Priemus and Engbersen, attachment to the location is
related to various social practices like social interactions and activities, length of interactions,
income, trust and so on, which they called as “dimensions of social capital”. We can proudly
claim that all the residents of Talmakiwadi know each other and even their relatives. For
example, if a person passes three to four tenements before he gets to his own, he meets

| people along the way and drops into those three to four units to chat. As a result, over the

| years the residents have come to know each other very well. All the neighbors are ready to
help in whichever way they can. All the neighbors are like family and they know that with one
call for help, everyone would be there.

It is like one big joint family of over 250 close relatives residing at one place. People growing
| up in Talmakiwadi will agree that each one of us feel like a King or Queen living in a huge

mansion with 251 bedrooms. The doors of every house are open to each one of us. Such is the
attachment that the residents of Talmakiwadi share.
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Designing of Talmakiwadi

Fanning, D. M. in his research article “Families in Flats” published in British Medical Journal,
Vol 4/5576 (November 18 1967) mentions an important aspect on the human psychology of
people staying in flats. One of the main findings of the research is “Different connections are
lost after four storeys”.

As per Fanning, the connection of a person at the window looking at or talking to someone
on the road below is lost once you go on higher storeys. The interaction that takes in common
spaces of the four storey chawls does not occur in the high rise building even though it may
have a common corridor like a chawl.

Our founders must have realized this much earlier and designed buildings in the wadi to
maximum four storeys to maintain better interaction between the residents. The spatial
configuration of wadi has created opportunities for the residents to come closer as one social
unit.

During our young days, before the advent of mobile revolution and when telephone was but
a luxury we often had familiar site of calling out for friends from below their building. One
would recollect Gopalmam and Manjeshwarmam making announcement from below each
building informing the residents that the delivery boy for milk has not come hence residents
are requested to come to the gate to get their daily supply of milk. Those were the days when
social connections were through personal contact rather than posting on Facebook or
Whatsapp.
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The fact that all the residents belonged to the same community was a major advantage as
there was better cohesion. There was no language barrier for the children and the
communication was all in Konkani. Few residents and paying guests belonging to other
communities also learnt Konkani and communicated with everyone in chaste Konkani. In fact
residents like Vasant Patankar, Ibrahim Babu, his sister Zubeda, etc. residing in the society
spoke chaste Konkani as good as, if not better than, some of the Amchis.

Swamiji's visit to Wadi, Annual Diwali Sports and Social gathering, etc. were events which
brought the entire community to Wadi witness those memorable events. Youngsters were
trained to organize and conduct events under the watchful eyes of the older kids, which
helped in creating second and third line for organizing events and ensured sustenance of the
rich culture of the community.

This kind of rich culture is hard to find in more contemporary apartment buildings in Mumbai
where there are typically three to four apartments on each floor. Friederike Schneider
mentions in his book 'Floor Plan Manual: Housing', in contemporary housing “floor space is
typically dedicated to achieve a maximum of pure dwelling-unit floor space” and is not used
for common spaces that create social connections between neighbours.

Residents of Talmakiwadi were and are still fun loving and warm hearted and it isn't unusual
for people to share whatever meager things they have. So as children we didn't like the dinner
at our place, we would run away to our neighbours' and they would feed us with some
delicious food. Even today the culture of sharing food with the neighbours and friends in the
society is prevalent.

When TV made its advent in Mumbai, whoever had a TV could expect a crowd to come over in
the evenings when the Doordarshan shows started. If you didn't fit in the room, you stood at
the door or the window to peep in.

We will always cherish our life experience here. One thing we learnt by living in Wadi is to
grow affectionate towards so many people that you grow up around with. You learn to care
for and share with others. The whole Wadi is like one big happy family.

Everybody shares everything they can & Everybody helps others in every way they can.

QoL
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It happens only in Talmakiwadi
By Mrs. Purnima Mohan Naimpalli, A Proud Wadi-ite.

Talmakiwadi — Badmash Wadi- or simply wadi, call it by any name but Wadi is Wadi. Our dear
Parvatipachhi (Sharma) calls our wadi as 'Wadi Gharane'- which means a 'huge family'. | am
more than sure we all will proudly agree with her.

Our Wadi was privileged to host the Shishya Sweekar ceremony of our H.H. Parijnanashram lil
and the “Sadhana Saptahas” then, where the entire community relied on the comfortable
arrangements and novel decorative ideas to welcome our Guru Swamiji to Mumbai. Our H.H.
Parijnyanashram Swamiji referred Wadi as His “Kular” (maternal home). In spite of busy
schedules our Wadiites slog day and night to make any event special and memorable, even to
this day. ..."Ithappens only in Wadi”

| remember, as a child, an incident which is etched in my mind forever. A wedding was taking
place in Sirur Square. All of a sudden the pandal caught fire, just a few minutes before the
"Muhurath”. Our Wadiites promptly helped solemnise the wedding precisely at the
scheduled “Muhurath” much before the fire brigade arrived. ...“It happens only in Wadi.”

An old lady suffered a paralytic stroke when her children were away at work. The neighbours
admitted her to Bhatia Hospital first and later informed her sons. In a few days that aunty
'‘pacchi' became her normal self. ... Ithappensonlyin Wadi.”

Children are safely brought up under the loving care and vigilance of neighbours when their
parents are at work or busy elsewhere. Talents in children are tapped, encouraged and
groomed at an early age in Wadi. Our Wadi has its own lengthy list of producing Prominent
Personalities! ' ..."It happens only in Wadi.”

Though | am the only child of my parents, | never missed my siblings as my neighbours and
friends more than made up for the absence. During the sickness in my family our Wadi people
always lent their helping hand to us. So much so that when my father was very sick and had to
be fed abdominally, liquids through a funnel, and my husband and | had exhausted our leave,
our Wadiites volunteered to take care of him. We could resume our duties without tension. |

am sure many would love to share such experiences, if given an opportunity.
..."Ithappens only in Wadi.”
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In joyous or sorrowful moments anywhere our Wadiites rush with help. Such is our “Wadi
Gharane”. We may not be blood relations, yet a strong bond of love has kept us together
since 75 years and still growing stronger. This is only because of the Blessings of our H.H.
swami Anandashram, who funded our “Heaven on Earth” especially for the middle income
Saraswats.

Would anyone dare to call our Wadi “Badmash Wadi"”, anymore?
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Satchhidanand Saptaha Samiti conducts regular 'parayans'.of the
Chitrapur Guruparampara Charitra, Dasbodha and Shri Siddharudh Swami
Charitra.

Thus Talmakiwadi is one of the chief centers of our Community catering to the
social, cultural, religious and educational needs of the residents, and the other
Bhanaps. Talmakiwadi has provided amenities and opportunities - a fertile
field - for all around growth and development of Community.

In tune with the times and necessities, it is likely that the Wadi will undergo
redevelopment. All efforts will be made to retain the cultural and traditional
fabric with which our elders wove this concept of cooperative living at

L\ Talmakiwadi.... /
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Social Moulding in the Wadi

By Shrinath R Murdeshwar

| was on the Seva counter at Karla Temple when Sureshmam told me that there was a special
pooja at Devi Sannidhi and Samadhi on 15th April 2013 on behalf of Talmaki Wadi as it was
celebrating its Platinum Jubilee.

 went into 'flashback mode'. My eighteen years' stay in Talmaki Wadi has changed my social as
well as religious life and so it holds a special place in my heart.

| could visualise a series of instances of my boyhood days when | came to the Wadi at the age
of eleven.

I still remember the greatest event in the life of every Bhanap i.e. the “Shishya Sweekar” on 1st
March, 1959. | was one of the sevaks distributing cardboard fans to the devotees at the Shivaji
Park Shamiyana. Thatwas the beginning of my social life.

Talmaki Wadi is a big complex of about 12 buildings with nearly 250 tenements. There was no
T.V., Internet, or Mobile those days. We had a large group of children playing indoor and
outdoor games. We used to play “Atyapatya”, “Lagori”, “Lapandav” cricket etc. between
Bldgs 3-5 and Guruprasad. When we formed the “Amar Cricket Club” we started playing at
the Haji Aligrounds. We had a good cricket team those days.

The KSA arranged indoor as well as outdoor games during Diwali. It was the biggest festival in
the Wadi - five to seven days of competitions, fashion shows, and 3 act dramas which would
continue till midnight or early mornings. After that, volunteers would fold the carpets and
chairs. Soon, the children would come down after having “Abhyang Snaan” to burst crackers.

Our volunteer groups were ready to work on any occasion. Gopalmam was the first volunteer
of Wadi. Although kids were afraid of him, he was very kind and helpful. There were two
ambulances in Wadi and he used to drive them. There was a group of experienced people who
were ready to help 24X7 during emergencies such as hospitalisation, funerals etc. The
youngsters helped to conduct sports events. During Mr. N. S. Rao's KSA Presidentship, a
“youth committee” was formed by him. He conducted youth conventions and classes for
progress for youths.

In those days there was no buffet system or contract system during marriages. It was a big
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problem for the bride's side to serve food. So under the banner of Saraswati Volunteers and
Athletics League, we helped serve food at marriages. College students willingly volunteered
to serve during the vacations. Also, under the same banner, we started the “Monthly Grahak
Peth”

The Indo-Pak war in 197 1was a tough time for all. During the blackout periods we undertook
Watch and Ward duties. Anandmam Nadkarni arranged Civil Defense as well as First Aid
classes during that period.

The various Institutions in the Wadi used to observe festivals round the year starting with
Yugadi. On Ramnavami, Naganandmam Gulvady used to come all the way from Vakola to
perform 'Kirtan'. During Krishnashtami, Karkalmam would conduct 'Nitya Mhanati' and
Laxmipachhi would celebrate 'Kallo' by tossing dry fruits and coins from mezzanine floor of
Anandashram Hall for the 'Balgopals'. Ganesh Utsav was celebrated individually. On
Vijayadashami or Dassera, we carried a pocketful of “Aptya Panna” and visited relatives and
friends to seek their blessings. On Hanuman Jayanti and Dattajayanti days we carried a
Palkhi under the guidance of Balvalli Pandurangmam, Kabinittalmam and Savkur Bhatmam,
from the Datta Mandir to Building No 17, then to the main gate and back to Datta Mandir.
There were also programmes arranged by Grant Road Local Sabha. The most exciting utsav
would be Swamiji's visits. These utsavs moulded my religious life.

| was woken out of my day dreams and | realised that [ am on the Seva Counter of the Karla
Temple when a person standing in front of me was telling me that Maheshmam had sent
money for the Sevas to be performed next day (i.e. 15th April 2013) '

g
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WADI - 75 years and going strong!
By Ramkishore M. Mankekar

The news that Talmaki Wadi is celebrating 75 years of its glorious existence, made me quite
nostalgic, taking meinto the early seventies, when | was just entering my teens.

Those were the days when there was no TV and no Internet. Everybody had a lot of time for
each other. There were just two or three car owners then, and hence, enough place for all the
kids to run and play to their hearts content, unlike today, when parking has become a
perennial problem,and games are almost restricted to their mobiles and Tabs! In fact, when
the late Dr. BP Divgi became the Mayor of Bombay,in the early seventies, his official Chevrolet
car was a big attraction!

The Bhanap residents of Wadi were then just emerging out of their lower middle class
cocoons, and providing their children the best education that their limited resources could
manage. As a kid, | used to wonder why some outsiders would often refer to our Wadi as
'badmash wadi'... Sure, there might have been a bad apple or two, but that did not give
people the licence to paint everybody with the same brush, as evident from the academic
achievements that unfolded from amongst the then school and College going generation up
until now - if we were to start from the last building, there was Vinay Balse who became a
successful Chartered Accountant, Nitin Gokarn who joined the IAS, Nitish Nadkarni, who's
migrated to the US, Bipin Nadkarni who's made a name for himself in advertising films and
Marathi films, Kiran Kulkarni who turned an agriculturist and is now settled in Kumta; there is
Kiran Yadery who became a name to reckon with, in the Airline marketing and travel industry;
Prakash Shirur, yet another CA, who went overseas; the Puthli brothers - Sanjay who made it
big in marketing in the international electrdnic media and Sudhir, who operates a courier
agency; Nitish Kati,who post lIT turned entrepreneur and his academically genius sister, Smita
(now Mavinkurve); Dattu Sharma, who after a stint with TISS and then in Aden, has become a
financial advisor; Shailesh Kulkarni, who had a long marketing stint in the Gulf and his brother
Rajesh, an entrepreneur now; the Mavinkurve brothers Gajanan, Hemant, Mangesh and
Gurudutt who migrated to work in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and thereon to the US and Canada,
as also their younger siblings Vivek and Gautam who chose to stay back in India; Sanjay
Savkur, associated with the IT industry in the US; Vijay Bhat who rose to great heights
internationally at Ogilvy Advertising, and these days runs wonderful programmes for the
cancer stricken and cancer survivors (www.rootsnwings.in); Dr. Uday Andar and Dr. Prakash
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Mavinkurve, who have risen to eminence in their respective fields of medicine; Dr. Pradeep
Vokethur, another medicine man, who decided to move to Bangalore, as also late Sadanand
Bellare who settled there after an extended overseas stint; the Honavar brothers Anand,
Shyam and Raghunandan; the Hemmady brothers, Sandeep who is based in Canada and
Sanjay who studied medicine in Russia; the Kalyanpur brothers Chaitanya and Eknath; Bharat
Haladi who made it to the Defence Services and is now in Pune; brothers Gautam and Uttam
Padukone, late Mohan Nayampalli, brothers Mahesh, Rajesh and Anand Kalyanpur, Shivdutt
Halady and his wife Nandita, Sandeep Balvalli, Sharad Nadkarni, Shyam Balse, Yogesh
Gangolli ..... and so the list goes on and on. And the generations after us, have also kept up
the tempo, going into careers that are different from the ambition that most aamchis would
have harboured in the 50s,60s and 70s - of making a lifetime career in Shamrao Vithal Bank,
or any other bank..... Suffice it to say then that the term 'badmash wadi' must have been
coined by some outsider in a momentary fit of envy, because Wadi had so much latent talent
evenin those days!

In fact, there were some who did not excel academically, but more than made up for it
through their inborn talent - like the late Nandan Balsekar alias '‘Gonnu Bhat' for instance.
Whenever he sat at the tabla or a dholak, he would hold the audience enthralled. | remember
the now famous ghazal singers like Pankaj Udhas and Roop Kumar Rathod at the start of their
careers, coming in a taxi to pick up 'Gonnu' and taking him to the venue for their shows. He
even travelled overseas with them for some shows. Anand Ubhaykar or 'Micky' was another,
who proved his acting prowess in comedies...

When it came to festive occasions like Diwali, all the aamchis from the neighbouring areas
would assemble to participate in the annual sports meets. Table tennis and Carrom
tournaments were a big draw with Vithal Nadkarni, Manohar Haladi, Suresh Chandavarkar,
Suresh Nadkarni, Ramesh Kaushik and Gahesh Labadaya holding sway and walking away

with trophies year after year. Volleyball, and in later years, Ladies Cricket and Throwball also '
drew many participants, prominent amongst them being the Golikeri sisters Seema, Suchitra,
Savita, the Kaikini sisters Sheetal and Naina, the Chandavar sisters Bina, Rupa and Neeta, and
the Karnad sisters Archana, Alka, Anjali and Avanti, the Kandlur sisters Hemi, Baby, Maya;
Ubhaykar Naina and Meena; and Rekha and Purnima Manjeshwar amongst others. ...

On the cultural side, everybody would avidly lap up the one act plays, skits and konkani
dramas, painstakingly put together year after year by accomplished directors like Venkat
Talgeri, Dada Mavinkurve, Krishna Kurwar, Vasant Nadkarni, Suneel Hattangadi etc. And the
bulk of the actors in these would be from within Wadi itself - Vasant 'VP' Nadkarni, Madhu
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Bhat, Anasuya Karnad, Savitri and Ganesh Sthalekar, Suresh Andar, Ramdas Heble, Avinash
Trasi, Ramesh Trasi, Manu Ulpe, Uday Mankikar, Ashok Kulkarni alias 'Annu Pimpi' and
'outsiders' like Anant, Shankar Nagarkatti, Sunil and Sanjay Ullal; and in later years, it was the
turn of Dr. Uday Andar, Smita Kati-Mavinkurve, Nityanand Bellare, Anup Ulpe, Sanjay Savkoor,
Anjali Karnad, Bipin Nadkarni, his sister Sucheta Nadkarni, Deepa Heble and others.... Tabla
maestro Sadanand Nayampealli also grew up in Wadi...

Besides some tear jerker plays like 'Diva Jaloo De Saari Raat' and its konkani version 'Jalo Vaati,
Sagli Raati', the comedy plays were real hits. Manu Ulpe, Uday Mankikar, Ashok Kulkarni,
Anant and Shankar Nagarkatti, Uday Andar had amazing talent and they would add some
extempore dialogues that would make the audience roar with laughter. One such small ad
libbing that i still remember : one of the characters sips on a cup of tea and asks the other, '
Aarre, Darjeeling tea vae??' to which the other replies, ' whayi, tukka kashi kallen?' and pat
comes the punch, 'nhain, thanche wari thanda aassa kina, mhonu vicharlein!'

The cookery competitions for men during Diwali were also a big hit with the late Manochar
Vokethur taking away prizes year after year.... And who can forget Murli Dhareshwar and his
brother in law Gersappa exhibiting 35mm feature films free of cost at the Sirur Square for the
benefit of Wadi residents.

Talmaki Wadi had its own unique charm, and was populated with one of the finest band of
gentlemen that | was privileged to witness and work with, even as | was growing....... There
were the Gokarn brothers - Ramesh, Ratnakar and Vasant. While Ramesh was a 'walking-
talking encyclopedia' and an ever active member of the KSA, Ratnakar was edually active in
the KSA and elsewhere, and Vasant ran an automobile garage. The Nadkarni brothers at
extreme ends of Wadi - Gajanan and Shivanand on one side and Vithal and Sadanand on the
other - all four very active in the KSA, and the magazine in particular. It was along with them
and 'Babudi' Kumble initially, and then Sadanand Bhatkal, Krishna Kurwar, Gurunath Gokarn
as Editors, that | first cut my teeth in writing and honed my skills in editing at the KS magazine,
as | entered my teens. The Sirur brothers who ran Sirur Printing Press would bring home the
strips of paper with the black ink still wet, for proofreading during their lunch break - those
days, the letterpress technology was in vogue, and | would take them to the KSA office and
assist the senior team in the proof reading.

Then there were Nagesh Kalbag, Dinesh Kalbag and Dinesh Kalyanpur who did pioneering
work for the KSA, and had a great sense of humor. One could not have imagined Diwali Sports
without them in those days. The 'on your marks, get set, GO!!'still ringsin the ears. ..
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And who can forget Gopalmam and Manjeshwarmam - the two perennial bachelors of Wadi,
whose names were invoked by parents whenever they found their wards to be non-
cooperative or mischievous - just the mention of their names would ensure that the erring
kids would fall in line!

Renowned painter and artist late P. G. Sirur, and the grand ladies of Wadi who are so active
even now despite entering their eighties/nineties, Parvati Sharma,Manorama Sashital and
Shantabai Vokethur also come to mind. And Girijabai Shirur, who ensured that it was not
always fun and games for the younger generation at Wadi,by conducting regular Bal Vikas
classes for their spiritual upliftment during their crucial growing years.

Shivshankar Murdeshwar, Sharad Benegal, Vasant Honavar, Hemant Godambe, the
Sadwelkar brothers, Uday Nadkarni, the Burde brothers, Inspector Vivek Hemmady who's
now retired as an ACP in the State Police, the doyen of Public Relations in Banking Shivshankar
Surkund, Raghunandan Haladi, Dilip Sashital who has an amazing repertoire of mimicry and
jokes..... the Sashital brothers Sudhir, Kishore, Prakash and Arun, the Honavar brothers
'Cheena', Ajit, Raghuram and Gurunath and many more.....all in all, Wadi was, and hopefully
continues to be, an amazing place to inhabit!

In conclusion, | would like to confess that 40 years is too long a period to go back into, and |
might have inadvertently missed out on some names, and my apologies in advance for the
same. Also, for the sake of brevity, | have dropped all the 'Maams and Pacchis' suffixes in this
article. Hopefully, someone else will write their memoirs about Wadi in the 50s and 60s, and
then again, in the 80s,90s and at the turn of the century.. ‘

Today, whenever | visit Wadi, | feel sad that the younger generation has no place to run
around and play, as the growing number of four wheelers have taken up space, and even the
maidan has been landscaped in such a way that absolutely no proper cricket matches are
possible. | remember playing cricket during summer vacations on the wadi maidan and Sirur
square, and losing count of the number of window panes that we collectively shattered. And |
alsoremember the late Mr. Vithal Mavinkurve's wife, who stayed in building number 9 cutting
the rubber cricket balls into two on her 'aadli, and throwing them out of her window - in
retrospect, we don't blame her - the cricket balls would somehow find a way of entering her
ground floor house through the bedroom or kitchen windows via our bats from the maidan
or Sirur square, sometimes after shattering a glass pane! Poor lady, must have had a real
tough time whenever we played cricket...
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Maybe, as and when the redevelopment of Wadi is taken up, there will be enough stilt

parking and playing space for the 70s and 80s to be recreated there....May the good times
visit Wadi again.........

Fith Bert Compliments from

H. R. Chheda

Chhaya

SAREE

For Exclusive Variety in Suiting, Shirting,
Sarees & Dress Material

Specialist in School Uniform Cloth

2 B, Sonawala Bldgs, Tardeo, Mumbai - 400 007 Tel.: 2380 2378 / 2381 2057
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My Childhood Memoirs of Talmakiwadi

By Dr (Mrs) Aruna Narayanan Udyawar

Talmakiwadi is the place where | lived from the date of my birth till wedlock in 1980. There are
several interesting events which are a part of my memories of the wadi, particularly the
Building No 17, where | lived. There was so much happening all around. Thirty six years have
passed since | left Wadi, but!have tried to write masterfully what | have seen and experienced
in Wadi.

There is something so tender and so human about the memory | nourished during my
childhood days. It is a wadi where you are always surrounded with a team that brings the best
in you. It is getting unique distinction. Thanks for making the society an "ADARSH" society
where most of the residents are involving themselves for providing education, health and
other activities.

As a child, | enjoyed Deepavali festival the most. Besides crackers, the most beautiful part of
the festival was twinkling lights. The sight of Golden Marigold and burning diyas, a table
laden with customary festival foods like Batata Poha, Boondi Laddoos, Shev, Chivda would be
delicacies. Freshly washed images of Gods and shiny silverwares added up to the charm of the
festival. The biggest joy derived a few days before the festival was when the neighbours in the
bldg no 17, specially on second floor, with the help of my grandmother, late Ramabai Maskeri,
my mother late Shalini Udyawar and Mathurapachhi (Late Mathura Pandurang Nadkarni)
would sit together and prepare Besan Laddoos, Shev-Chivda, Tukdas and many more. The
atmosphere would accompany the wishes and the blessings. The festival tossed together with
doire de vivre and presented with dollops of affection.

Baby show competition, Fancy Dress Competition, Fashion Shows, and Dramas would take
over, Vrinda Talgeri's dance always received arousing applause from the audience for her
dance on “Madhuban mein Radhika Nache Re!!”

Table Tennis was a great sport in Wadi. Close to an hour before the sport was set to begin, the
Hall would be a hot mess of last minute preparations with volunteers scooting around for final
checks. This would be no ordinary show at all. | remember my mother's sister Mrs Nalini
Koppikar was a Table Tennis Champion. When she came to the table and when her hands

played for the same, there used to be tension in the auditorium. The moment she won,
deafening applause erupted from every corner of the Hall.
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The space outside the Anandashram Hall, was used for Cricket, Lemon and Spoon, Chocolate
Race for kids, and Tug of War. The Tug of War, | remember among the ladies participation, my
aunt late Mrs Indu Bellare, Mrs Nirmala Nadkarni, Mrs Shilli Nadkarni and many others.

Some interesting things | would like to share with you is about the “Hawkers” who came to
this wadi. Shivaji - the mango seller was very popular and regular during April and May. He

would not ask for money immediately but just keep the “Mango Petti” and go away. That
used to be the relation.

Devaki was the favourite fisherwoman of the wadi. She used to bring Noglis, Pomphrets,
Bangdas, and Surmai. Though expensive, most of the wadi people used to buy fish from her.
When she came to my Bldg no 17, she used to sit below my home window to cut fish. It was
very sure that from one side , the aroma of Nogli Ghasshi would spread and from the other
side, Bangda fry with Kandya Tambli.

Exactly at 4 pm, the voice of the chameliwala would be heard followed by the man himself
dressed in a white kurta, white pyjama and white Nehru cap. The gajras were expensive, yet
some wadi people were regular buyers; specially my paternal grandmother Late Mrs Umabai
Udyawar and Late Mrs Kalle, both of them looking so elegant, beautiful with their Navaratri
saris and the Gajras on their hair bun. What a lovely sight it would be to see both of them!! So
gracious!!!

As a child, | came across an uncle by name Gopalmam - He used to sit, sleep and eat on a small
platform at the place where UDYOG was set up. With a long stick, Khaki dress, not much hair
on the head and scary red eyes he would scold children loudly running about here and there.

He was like security of Wadi.

Helpers, we can't forget because we don't get people like them these days. Babu, Yeshwant,
Govind were helpers. There were associated with positive emotions to whomever they
worked for. They were so committed and honest that they bought magnificent and
unparalled relationships which were based on honesty and trust.

Talmakiwadi helps us to feel comfortable and secured. People who live here are the people
you trust, with whom you don't need to look over your shoulder. That, however can happen if

you are honest in your relationships. | would have loved to liveinwadi.But ............. BRNRE!
s
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The wooden slide
By Bipin Nadkarni

The one priviledge | had in Wadi as a kid was that | could walk into any drama rehearsal and
watch it as long as | wanted. For one, Papa would be acting in most of them, but more
importantly, | justloved it !!

One of the first drama rehearsals | remember attending was that of 'Maaza Kuna mhanu
mee"”. They used to be held in the Sundatta High School hall. | must have been 7 or 8 years
then. There used to bea small wooden slide, my unofficial throne of sorts from where | would
keep a hawk's eye on the rehearsals. There was this beautiful lady Suman Tatte who used to
come from Bandra to rehearse. Dada Mavinkurve used to be seated in the centre with his
occasional directions to the actors. Uday Mankikar, Mandip Rai were juniors then and were
asked to prompt from the sides when they were not performing.

The emotions echoing in that Hall, that occasional goof up in a serious scene and peals of
laughter that would follow ... and then starting the scene from the beginning....!!

During 'Ghar Deval”, | was called for an audition by Madhu Bhat. | obviously hadn't worked
out for the role and Madhumaam had told me ever so sweetly “ Very good. Atta ghara
vachunu abhyaasu kari maitte....!!1"

I never went to see the rehearsals of that play...haha !!

Savitri Sthalekar was a treat to watch. Playing the main roles and mostly tragic, she had that
Meena Kumarisque way of performing. Always as serious during the rehearsals as she was on
stage, | have seen her different avataras ,.of anger, of happiness, of remorse...her voice
echoing in my mind even today ... all this | watched from atop that woodensslide.

Chandrakant Honawar , who used to light up most of these plays, used to attend the last few
rehearsals. Sitting next to the director, | had often watched him see the rehearsals with closed
eyes !

Of the rare occasions that | did watch Krishna Karwar mam's rehearsals, he held the script
close to his chest, his eyes buried deep into it. An author to the core, not one word could be
altered, shifted or replaced. Even a grammatical mistake from the actor....and his face would
cringe ...a gentle cough would follow as he would tap the ash from his cigarette, nod his head
and smile, in a bid to douse his disgust, before correcting the actor !
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It was amazing how different directors lead their actors in the play. Each one had a particular
style of getting the best of everyone. Dada would concentrate on the expressions and act out
forthe actors if needed , Krishna maam was fierce on the diction and dialogues, Papa (Vasant
Nadkarni) was obsessed with the blocking and movements of the actors. They had to walk,
turn and stand in certain positions !!

And then came “Mom's good bye”. My most memorable one... By then | had already taken to
acting in one act plays...but attending Papa's drama rehearsals was a ritual | could never miss.
Eknathmam (Hattangadi) and Kundapachi (Rege) added a whole new meaning to my little
world of drama. They were conventional, traditional and so very beautiful.

It was the sheer ease with which they used to move on the proscenium, the way they spoke,
they paused and those little improvistations that they would add to their characters !! The
entire texture of the drama would change ten fold.

So many plays, so many faces, the smells of that School Hall, the batata wadas from the Udipi
hotel, tea from the Irani next door... an unending Kaliedoscope !!

And then suddenly one day | realised | had grown up....grown too big to sit on that wooden
slide.... Stupidme!!!

A ‘Satguru’ chooses for us Satvaguna
by brushing aside Rajoguna and Tamoguna

He makes us experience Divinity

29
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In fond memory of

GOPAL SUBRAO MAVINKURVE N
(lovingly known as Dada) e

You are the one who brought sunshine in our lives
Showered warmth and care, bringing freshness in the air

With your joyful heart and smiling face
Brought calmness in our lives

Been the guiding light in gloomy dark nights oa

You held our hands as we took our first steps %

At every stage from childhood to adult age ,%
Nurtured us and loved us unconditionally

Stood strong and tall and walked with us through the highs and lows of life

Shielded us by absorbing pain, with showering sweet smiles like gentle rain

Teaching us to walk straight through the crisscross paths of life and fate

Been a loving, caring husband, a loving & encouraging father,

Helping us bloom and blossom to pursue our own dreams

Teaching us to be independent and yet bond as a family and be grounded in our lives.
Been “Dada” the loving brother for those who reached out to you

Worked round the clock relentlessly contributing towards all walks of life (be it office,
Talmakiwadi Cooperative society, Education society, KSA, theatre just to name a few)
You lent your hands to help family, friends and all in need and encouraged them to stand
on their feet

Blended with all colours of life ..... young or old ¢
Spreading joy and happiness to all in your journey of life.

. . . L
We cannot describe our love for you in these few words, NS

You mean the whole world to us, you are our universe.

The most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or touched. They can be only felt by
the heart.

We feel you in our heart as you have always been there and will do so forever.

Blessed are we, as you are a part our life. e
N

By Neena Gopal Mavinkurve.

Fondly remembered and loved by,

Shaila Gopal Mavinkurve (wife), Neeta (daughter) & Satish Ulman (son-in-law)

Naina (daughter) & Rajesh Pandit (son-in-law), Necna Gopal Mavinkurve (daughter),

Siddhi (granddaughter in law) & Ashish Satish Ulman (Grandson), Aditya Satish Ulman (Grandson),

Adhya & Ovee (Great granddaughters). "
e
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My Alma Mater- Talmakiwadi!

By Pooja Someshwar (nee Upponi)
California, USA.

“Talmakiwadi" - a name that evokes a plethora of emotions in those of us who were lucky
enough to be born and brought up in this most wonderful housing society. Named after Rao
Bahadur S.S. Talmaki, the pioneer of the co-operative housing society movement in Asia,
Talmakiwadi is the de facto capital of our Amchi culture not only in Mumbai or India, but even
in the world. That is saying a lot, considering the miniscule size of the Chitrapur Saraswat
Brahmin community in the larger scheme of things.

To those born before the Age of the Internet, when human connect was an integral part of day
to day living, when people-to-people interaction was the cornerstone of quotidian living, our
Wadi was the torchbearer of communal (in the dictionary sense of the word - as in pertaining
to community- not the much maligned connotation the word has acquired in recent times)
living

While many other co-operative housing societies also have the sense of collective
responsibility and camaraderie that come with living in a community, Talmakiwadi was extra
special because of its resident's shared cultural beliefs. And of course, the fact that we all
spoke the same language did not hurt! Some of the fondest memories of my childhood have
to do with playing with friends | could converse in Konkani with, growing up under the
watchful eye of neighbors that were like a second family, eating freshly prepared Biskut
Ambode and Patti Samosas, among other sweets and savories from Udyog with my afternoon
tea, learning Shlokas and verses from the Bhagavad Geeta under the able tutelage of
Mavinkurve Meerapacchi and Sirur Gijupacchi, enjoying Konkani dramas on the Wadi Maidan
stage during Diwali, watching our homegrown Govindas breaking the Dahi-Handis on
Janmashtami, and various observances performed by individual families, but with whole-
hearted participation from all the Wadi inhabitants, be it Ashtami Mhantis, Nompi or Navratri.
The atmosphere would be especially enlivened if there was a wedding or moonji taking place
in Anandashram Hall or the School Hall...It was fun running into acquaintances, friends and
relatives dressed in their finest best and then partaking Amchi delicacies at the feasts (This was
in the days before wedding feasts became a gastronomic assault on the tastebuds with
Around-the-World-Multicultural-Fusion-Affairs!!!). My list of fond memories would be
incomplete without mentioning the annual Datta Jayanti Utsav that was started by
Talmakiwadi Youths in 1985 and has only gone from strength to strength, since. There is
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something so festive, so uplifting, and so wonderfully spiritual about this time of year in
Wadi, in the august presence of our Pujya Swamiji, when our Bhanap brethren from all over
Mumbai, and even outside Mumbai, converge upon the gaily decorated pandal, under
fluttering festoons and sparkling strings of light, and the sonorous chanting of mantras by
our Bhatmams.

Today, there are many one-time Wadi residents that have moved out into the world...Every
single one of us is a living-breathing example of the life lessons that our beloved Wadi taught
us...to celebrate in unison during happy times, to come together and support each other
during difficult times, to resolve disputes with discussion and conflict with concord. Wadi has
taught us to take pride in our language and culture and become cultural ambassadors to the
world. Today when | make a conscious effort to impart our cultural values to my kids, | am
reminded of the ethos that was so effortlessly transmitted to me and all the kids who grew up
in Wadi. We imbibed our language, our values and our ethics so intrinsically as we grew up
among a community that was involved and eager and accomplished. They say it takes a
village to raise a child...nowhere would we see a better example than our own Wadi. Soin a
very real sense, | see Talmakiwadi as my Alma Mater and myself as an alumnus of this
wonderful, legendary institution...Am always so, so proud and eternally grateful for being a
part of the Talmakiwadi Family. Happy 75th Birthday, Dear Wadi and May God Bless You,
Always!

T o

TALMAKIWADI] 99 75 years of Co-operative Living

R




At e e I3R!

I 3T FRUTH] dichl
STl 3T FHTehd |
3folch TUiaft Tga] ATST,

SITdTeh ShidTdlt STeichd | ¢

WolY FAIU] #80Te] Tdrdt

fgom - fains ésiiq e aedardt |
ardie] femrdt wardtett fidh
it gat e amedt J)dft |2

ARG Ale] XAk
UchHebich HAG]o] Udq] |
BAAS feepig] aRest
Ueha-GHdlch 3HIq] ddq] | 3

ST o73ft STE AT
ShTATq ST STegHieq |
gfteHTel U] Tasicsen arsl

HleTaehedoTTd Uded! &arg 7 |«

TAIG-HG TBel aitel 9o

TeT-WTeart Sdal IRbararTe! dichl Al |
A PR ol o

HdHMTGIRAT R Fedtan & f&del daf Teh {1% |y

Sfqary ARvadgsne waft
f&a diet apdermiiet |

STHE HHIST] SToH Haxhl
& e AT | g

TALMAKIWADI 100 Home is where the Heart is

R




ST 3G

It 5T sotacen

ATCHABIATS! & FISAT 30 ARTER. ASi 31Tolles VT Eabrd HIER .

TETeuT AR MR AGTES Nerudd g3 1, Urel Hed. Hle! STv1 3getdblel JNeR[e vd
frarom @ “ AR AN ? B A AT 27 d Udgel “ 3R @1 ! [peiiotur sficssida et
22 g1 RAaRTe Agen 3ioTaR g AR T6d 3R 1S I dTed I 0T eI E T ST s
Hach. 3cfTe! aIEd U STheaRIaR it SMYErds! SoTdd. 3T1e] AT 3T 313{Blet arerd a
Jelara 3nfor3agR ared . Soparsielt Risseeren e «f1es 31de 378 .

IO QMede YErAed faowa: fearetean Jeia e Faa arsiaa 3!, goote el iarest
3reh & Rareh! eiiftoraeda fediast Raw araad. srifd smearene sidie Bue fHesrm, uor deT
offtoTd (g sfegd . 3METET IS ATSId BT A, Jipicieh BrhAT! 3G T, el
AT BRE Sfead AT A~ IMIeT Tgel Aeh! T T o701 R E3A1&R, 3, QIR el 31,
BRI 3T 3.

TEAT TRE Fdlel U asor, aaulid fAely Biges e aed. HROT dt JekbR e gl
PRI SRR} ST deGT SR, TUT e @1 IeETae Uroht Get a1 31eR ENchegs FreT
ared. gcoll a9 Pgd Faased G Il 3Med. Wd “BH al AR &1” fhal “BHARI UH” @
elITUIe3 VN fdhal SBATATT VTS FE0M, BIABAIT HPT T Heflel 2T 3icie Iavd
AT 378

TG JETUIRIS 3TUe HHATSIT 921 HOT, 3cd ATGTR Bel STidld. Uo7 geiied] Gureoied] siidetid & 1e
HEd PRI dRid JEArd. arSleed A 8 AU IRAEIE AoR BT, HAISAT Jelle! gl Scdidg el
A aed. g SRI aSidict HSahle STid .

STeHTEHICT FEUICT, HWIGTeH, FICAD - dlfcTehiell HWT—IEN FE Holav] & Jd BIOTR TlIh TaATe
eI ATUATTIST 31T, TEIESId AP B0 3Tege! 3 Hdl Ad). d3d caeiidren Icadid

TALMAKIWADI 101 75 years of Co-operative Living

)




5

ye

HIT BHel Fel TR Eld. Td e Albiell gl PRQT e ged! Jal. asul falen waned a
STEATCHTE AT AT feren faead.

HERTCIA IS Tald HaT JUT FEUTS IT0IRNETd . 31TF] TTETTavh 2Ncdd Taelf strarmal ot dbroft st sroraeht
UIiEe . g IS siae 31t 313, BV ATSIAIe 3Tl Udh el $ARd, S I TEATE SR 318
ford) ST 39Y g 3teial age e faeh sneeTen Hie e amter Ffcfa gl 8la 3.

3T SARAIT @R ITed! 3118 . BRT J[U UIGY! 3¢ bt 379! T30 IR SNUTRICT S, Heddblost
oTAd g, J - N, 3N HIER 3 el e VR, Trlar SEer TI8lel Teld g
qUACIet 3Rd. R ARUH, JA1 31N’ enelel Brevards! EETe HU Holl dICkr. g dredia
BRI 3faich BRIgHH I9TAl 3T 3ifeerolier et UasaT 3T HTha Aeh? 3NV 31! eHTcha el
T 3TTSdd Hedl.

31T AN T I e 3B d. Alha A Terd JLNTHBII B13561 JelTel deicd 38 . SHRA! 391 Tagel
VEId 39301 3M2d. T4 IABAT STUTd. Y01 Udhd Hid dTed b IMSATeT Uiicho13[es Heml Hes1rel ST
1 3] SATe 3MT8.

TS U UIeTe 38 W TTSU o 3118 . d FEUTe! AlhiaAele] 3Tl AIgUIRT 318 . 81 3clgd arstan
ST 3712 .

ece

Students must chant ‘Gayatri Japa’ as much as possible
for outstanding success.

29

TALMAKIWADI 102 Home is where the Heart is

R




*

(

CIEHIGRIG|S])

IEN RIS 2NET

“qrrea wRIE I8! FE fHRie o1 27 oY HermmT faRdra §3re aeiaREE A9 SIS0 39T
37T 9ot BIVIR S HHIE G1Ea . TR IaTSIaT HHIARIA 3THR Hahe Hrogral Jel 7o Qe T
AT A Ie e 8 FeTe.

S} RIS HTEY TS ATE AT (SO GepT 721 A1t Sitam) Year S1fo g Brvgre) Jafe /13 o =ors
TSEADIITE!. ABST Y3 SIS X SIS DY AT AR DS (AT 3o &. S ARmars Afaegd ) A=
3T T Y& BvATeAT AGTARTH SdeaoR TR ST, 3791 AT 85 3. eI AFE u-& Wids U
RTETIEY A1 Y HosT R

IR Q HaR AT - ¥ 247 ASTeTaR AT R SIeqvITE! Yol . T ASeITa]E] TIe] R
IR 921 SUSH. T U TR TR RS Jaerd " AT SIae). 9 FexaE 39 U Al
IR w0 Y TE. QU ST N, ReT, W, AURHRY & e 9t R q9s, e
ARTE AT |ToT. Y 3-8 quie) 3R, M SRR (337t © - ¢ 61 93 ar<t |rea 1 &y ved
3. 372 YepeT XS IRIAHT ARTEA 7T fadaRe “ 916 P3G TP, O A ed Q Fiv, A a4 [

SRV ST, Y ST A Y, I R pRishw wesT i T B, et X1t St e 3
Hed A WD W W v T A BRG], AT STS[Td HAST WG ST Td IS Ueb HIS HIRT
IO 39 YR AT TrEIedl HERNIRY JRTArgY . e B R A A1E. HeRd A e ) arerd
T3 BT HAh T8 Ao AR, AT AR TSR o Heles.

20GTE TROT IRW. TSN IR BT HRIHHT 0T W+ & Sl el g1 Ho4 el e
TP GEBRT fehd] TITHCT I Fe5TH 1A BT ATaT. 3T2TTa U e geavazli 3gwa 31t

TALMAKIWADI 103 75 years of Co-operative Living

&




TR e, ST @ - ¢ 3 1=, Ty QAT frepeyean Wl A Wi Baae!. $ode) 9o
7 fasrope o s, oA BT BT 3 SHTeoe!. 907 G (3 AISA /91 S BR H9 716,
J BN HefcTl BTSN PTeRS Ul NS et Shadow painting. Tie=aT 34 HITETAR S Hlel T
DB AT AL 0T ¥EG 3R 7 =7 By, IR epi=an Swore 31T Je s, Tebl AL T 3fefl
A2 faoreai= Td Sifte STt 9oT AT SHaTaTR) 1 $o T e . AT ST 901, IRafs 1 Sl a1 71
NSS! NI P JBT T TR HRYT HB3S. i+ Fald Gax 7 LI ferzi=n ikeifiss anraa oxfas
BIA. 37T TS SvTE fRRHRT e . e Sl BRR T announcement et @1 g e
Wz TRARS FIfeR BVIR SR, W U 19 A& B ool g=R A, A sma wd=n
I 8T b AT B AT qIaeh! BTl ATEAT ara1d Sohed H1a) 3o a1 Sy 3 B

Encouragement goes straight to the heartis always available.
Be an encourager always.
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Dr. Prakash Mavinkurve 11 0:D.A.
ANAESTHESICLCGIST feyn No 37204)
9/7, Talimaki Waci,

J. D. Marg, Mumbai - 400 007.
Tel.: 2381 3105, 2380 6032

TALMAKIWADI 104 75 years of Co-operative Living




—— Couples : Wadi ke wadi mein...

Usha (Gokarn) Shantaram (Dinoo) Mavinkurve : 5 June 1941

1.

2. Anusuya (Heble) Ramchandra Karnad : 28 May 1947

3. Nalini (Benegal) Ramesh Vokethur : 4 May 1954

4. Sumati (Balwally) Suryakant Mavinkurve : 9 June 1954

5.  Dr Leela (Nadkarni) Naresh Ubhaykar : 4 Dec 1955

6. Sheila (Mavinkurve) Suresh Nadkarni : 22 April 1956

7. Nirmala (Vinekar) Vasant P. Nadkarni: 26 December 1956

8. Sunanda (Kandlur) Raghunandan Halady : 14 December 1957 105
9. Suchitra (Kumble) Chaitanya Mavinkurve : 10 May 1963




10.
1.
12.
13,
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Sheela (Talgeri) Shivanand Nadkarni :

Malan (Mavinkurve) Manohar Hattangadi :
Vaishali (Nirmala Kalyanpur) Sudhir Nagarkatti ;
Vanita (Nagarkatti) Avinash Trasi :

Roopa (Chandavarkar) Uday Mankikar :

Sunita (Nagarkatti) Mangesh Mavinkurve :
Purnima (Manjeshwar) Mohan Naimpally :
Sheetala (Kaikini) Arun Shashital :

Smita (Kati) Dr. Prakash Mavinkurve :

11

29 January 1963

6 May 1968

8 November 1968

5 June 1972

18 May 1975

7 December 1975

26 January 1977

5 May 1977

25 December 1978
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19. Laxmi (Shyamala Kalbag) Prakash Shirur : 23 May 1979

20. Savita (Golikeri) Gautam Padukone : 27 May 1981

21. Sadhana (Nagarkatti) Saumitra (Guru) Mavinkurve : 8 December 1983

22. Sucheta (Nadkarni) Sanjay Savkur : 1 January 1984

23, Suchitra (Golikeri) Nitish Kati : 14 April 1984

24, Shubhada (Asha Kalyanpur) Shyam Honavar: 6 December 1987

25. Nivedita (Tombat) Bipin Nadkarni 3 December 1988

26. Nandita (Kalbag) Shivdutt Halady : 5 January 1989 L
27. Sarita (Nadkarni) Satchit Bhiwandkar : 14 June 1991

;' D—— e



28.
29,
30.
31.
B2
33.
34.
35,
36.

Shilpa (Nadkarny) Sashin Surkund :
Sucheta (Baindur) Abhijeet Trasi :
Devyani {Nadkarni) Paritosh Divgi :
Darshana (Rao) Atul Kallianpur :
Pradnya (Murdeshwar) Ashutosh Trasy :
Ruta (Nadkarny) Ashutosh Trasi :

Shilpa (Golikeri) Kartik Shirur

Shibani (Padukone) Sushant Balsekar
Neha (Hoskote) Hem Dholakia

26 December 1994
1 January 2000

17 December 2001
17 February 2002
29 December 2002
10 July 2005

21 December 2008
5 November 2009
8 December 2016
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75 GLORIOUS YEARS - WADI - TRULY PROUD OF YOU.
By Vinay Yedery

Everyone remembers that Param Pujya Shri Anandashram Swamiji was instrumental in the
initial phase of the Talmaki Wadi planning. During His visit in 1944 He further blessed Wadi
with His presence and made it a very special place. Swami Parijnanashram Il started Datta-
Jayanti in 1985 in the Wadi, and this has continued with due éclat and since then. A point
which needs special mention is that Pujya Anandashram Swamiji made a valued donation
towards the making of the Wadi, which speaks volumes about the love He had for it.
Subsequently the Swamijis who followed also exhibited the same benign Grace for Wadi.
| Indeed all of us in Wadi are especially blessed in a big measure with Blessings and Anugraha
] from them all. The Guruparampara has blessed Wadi in a huge way.

Many Institutions have taken birth and grown in the Wadi. One cannot forget the role played
by Udyog in providing employment for destitute women, and the sale of tasty food-items
farsans and preserves for residents and outsiders. Same is the case with Popular Buying Club
with a similar motive providing items at a subsidised rate. Popular Ambulance Associations of
was one of the first few ambulance services in Mumbai with Gopalmaam driving itin the film
'China Town' 1957. It was a great help to the community in and around the Wadi.
Vyaayamshala was the local Wadi Gym, where many a young men trained for good health
and body. The Kanara Saraswat Association, though older than the Wadi, is housed in the
Wadi Campus. This Institution has been the hub of Chitrapur cultural activity. It boasts of a
Health Center which provides health care at very nominal prices, regular Medical Camps,
Interesting programs etc. The KSA also runs a Marriage Bureau that has brought many a
hearts together.

Wadi has always been like a small self-sufficient community. We had our own printers and
artists. We had great sports men. Over the years Wadi has produced great professionals,
Doctors, Chartered Accountants, Bankers, Police and Armed Forces Personnel, Film makers,
Actors and Models, Social worker and Philanthropists, Musicians, Dancers, Magicians,
Scientists, Photographers, Builders and Estate dealers and the list can go on. We are proud of
Dr B. P Divgi, who was Mayor of Mumbai. Wadi youth have been in the forefrontin almost all
fields.

Wadi is blessed with a Ganapati and Datta temple, a wonderful garden and a beautiful lot of
people. The warmth and safety one feels in the Wadi is seldom seen elsewhere. We celebrate
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together and also condole one and other in grief. Very rare is the scene, that all come
together during happiness and sorrow......but that is very common in the Wadi. The Wadi
has been part of a wonderful culture, a wonderful large family having basic tenets of faith,
love, affection and kind consideration for one another. The ethos of our Wadi has sown the
seeds of one-ness, which is such a unique and a special feature.

It took almost three years, 1939 to 1941 for the completion of all the buildings in Wadi. 15th
April, 2013 was a red letter day for our beloved Wadi, when we entered the start of our
Platinum Jubilee, and had celebrations spread over three years.

Regular cultural and religious functions, picnics, plays, sports, Diwali programs, fun-fairs are
only means to keep this already close knit family together. The Managing Committees over J
the years have been forever rendering valued and painstaking efforts and strive for this.

Sometimes | feel Wadi alone has given us the right 'dharana' to forge ahead. | thank the Lord
that | was born in Wadi. Seeing elders and parents striving to do good in this world children
also try their best to follow in their footsteps.

Long live our Wadi! | pray that these glorious 75 years be in memory forever as an “ideal
Society” and trend setter for all other Societies.

R
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My Take in My Own Ishtyle on Badmaash arthaat Talmaki Wadi

Musings by Shailesh Kulkarni

© Home is where Heart is
© | left Wadi on 15th December 1978 for Dubai but never left Wadi.

@© | was probably the first one in my age group to leave wadi on a job assignment on
my own steam. 44 people came to see me off at Santacruz Airport.

© Lower Middle Class Upbringing.Everyone was sailing in the same boat.

© Small Homes(2 rooms of 10 x 12 feet), Large Heart. Remember hosting 20 people
during Swamiji's visit.

© Real Games; Volley Ball, Table Tennis, Carrom, Lagori, Kitti Kitti, Ice Spice (I came to
know much later in life that the real words were "I Spy with My Little Eye”)

© Diwali was very special with competitions in games as well as drama (thanks to
Shankar). Bagged 7 out of 10 prizes on offer in Diwali of 1978 for one act play
“Silence Khatlaa Chaalu Aahe".

' @ Dreams were limited to small things like Coca Cola, Cadbury Chocolate, Quality Ice
Cream, Shetty's Bhel Puri& watching a movie in a theatre.

©

Real Friends. Still together. Meet twice a year.

© Missing: Arun Sashital, Shankar Nagarkatti, Kiran Shirali, Prakash Sashital, Baba
Patankar, Suresh Maskeri, Yogesh Gangoli & Sadanand Bellari

© Unforgettable: Gopalmam (still remember Mathematical Tables), Ajit Honnavar, the
Ever Hazar Jababi Prakash Shashital and of course Vasant Anant Kulkarni arthaat AG
Petto.

Suresh Maskeri was my idol; Tall, Fair, Handsome & Always Smiling.
Learnt a lot of Public Relations & Sales Techniques from Dilip Shashital.

None of our friends went down the Drugs route.

© 60 6 ©

3 cars, 1 ambulance, 4 telephones & few fridges in wadi.

TALMAKIWADI 111 75 years of Co-operative Living

I




:
%]
&

o

'}.QT‘

© Remember crowding Mulki Mohanmam's place 9/6 to watch “Chaaya Geet” on first
big screen colour television he brought from England. | still remember the brand
name PYE.

© Remember troubling Maalupachchi & Sureshmam Kati for telephone and fridge.

© Volunteers par excellence. Ready for any challenge & eventuality. Drove Wadi
Ambulance on Sundays and when the driver was not available.

© | was fortunate enough to drive Parijnanashram Swamiji's during his visit to Wadi in
Gajananmam Haladi's car.

© Amazing similarity between the occupants of 4th floor bachelor tenements; 7 of
them had only 2 boys. Kulkarni Shailesh/Rajesh, Padukone Gautam/Uttam, Vinekar
Sandeep/Milind, Kalyanpur Chaitanya/Eknath, Bellari Nityanand/Sadanand, Hemmady
Sandeep/Sanjay & in a strange way Yederi Kiran/Vinay (in Juni Chaal 1st is the top
floor). Have | forgotten anyone?

|
© Enjoyed Brand New Red Hot Chevrolet Impala Car complete with driver (Tawde) and |
usher (Murari) & Bungalow at Shivaji Park when Shankarbappa (Dr. B. P. Divgi) was ‘
the Mayor of Mumbai in the eventful year of 1964/1965. Had an opportunity to see
Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri, Pope Paul VI (Eucharistic Congress), Acharya Atre

and many other luminaries when they were hosted at Mayor's Bungalow.

g
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The Sun Sets on the Popular Co-op Buying Club

By Smita Mavinkurve

"Have you heard that our Popular Co-op Buying Club (known as PCBC) is closing down?”, my
friend asked me. “Really? | have seen the shop ever since | remember. A slightly oldish looking
shop but with friendly and known faces. | used to think of it as a part of our Wadi itself. Who
are the new occupants going to be?"” | asked in amazement. “Parijnan Foundation has taken
the place and they will be using it as an outlet for Samvit Sudha products and the Hand Made
Paper Products from Shirali”, she explained. “Wow, that's great news!”, | said.

Yes, great news. But | also felt a bit sad about the closing of PCBC. | remembered Mavinkurve
Dinubappa (A-1 he used to be called). He would be standing in the shop in the evening. As |
returned home from work he would call me in the shop and ask me to buy some item which |
could usein my kitchen.

PCBC - this institution, yes it is not a shop but an Institution, is a younger sibling of our Wadi.
It was established at the same time as the Wadi - being registered on June 30, 1941. Those
were the heady days of the Co-operative Movement. Under the guidance of Rao Bahadur
Talmaki, Shri G. P. Murdeshwar and others, many co-operative Chitrapur Saraswat Institutions
were taking birth. PCBC was one of them.

A lot of thought and far sight must have gone into the planning of Talmaki Wadi. A gated
community, providing for all needs of the residents — a temple, a school, a play ground, a

grocery and cloth store was planned. To add to this the Kanara Saraswat Association was also
housed within its premises. Spiritual, material, cultural, social, education ~ all requirements
cared for! The intention for setting up the PCBC was published in an issue of the Kanara
Saraswat. (see box overleaf) It is really amazing to know the way our forefathers thought and
how the shop evolved.

Few of us know that PCBC actually started in 1939 even before the Wadi was built and was
housed in the Juni Chawl'. It was only after the Wadi buildings came up that it was shifted to
Building no. 1, just next to the gate. The ground floor of this building was given to various
shops. But when the original tenant of Shop Nos 1 & 2 surrendered his tenancy in August
1941, The Buying Club shifted there.— shop no. 1 was for sale of cloth while the second one
was selling groceries and grains. Many people became members of this society and bought
shares, thus raising the necessary capital.
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In the field of consumer co-operatives, a couple of attempts were made in the past. But for lack of credit }
facilities to the consumer and the unscrupulous competition of traders none of them has succeeded. But
those instances served as a warning and a lesson to the new entrants who desired to make further
attempts. The concentration of a large number of families in compact areas such as (Gamdevi, Proctor
Road and Talmakiwadi gave scope for making another try. Shri Pandurang N. Nadkarni took the
initiative and contacted Sarvashri S. S. Talmaki and G.P. Murdeshwar and a few others and in due course
ameeting of those interested was held at Talmakiwadi under the presidentship of the late Shri Talmaki,

in February 1940. The proposal was to function only as a Buying Club i.e. purchasing and supplying
groceries etc. against definite indents and cash. The response was good and after about 15 months
satisfactory working, the Popular Buying Club was registered under the Co-operative Societies Act and
resumed business as the Popular Co-operatve Buying Club Ltd. from July 1941. The control and
rationing of food grains etc. gave an impetus to this institution and ever since, the Popular Co-operative
Buying Club Ltd. has been functioning as a full-fledged consumer society with limited credit facilities. A
noteworthy factor that is worth mentioning here is that many of the active workers then had put in their
personal manual labour with the sole aim of keeping down the sale prices. Such personal service has

greatly contributed to the success of this institution.

Courtesy :Kanara Saraswat Archives 1950

- - 2 ~ \ — ‘V‘g

It was around this time that the 2" World War broke out. Rationing of cloth, grains, sugar, oil
started. The govt. recognized PCBC as an “Authorized Fair Price Shop”. So all the customers
were able to get good products at a reasonable price. Those were the days of a 'Seller's Market'
and one had no say before the shopkeepers, unlike today. But PCBC was one shop that
customers could rely on.

The employees were our own bhanaps (many young ladies and men from the Wadi would
man the sales counters). Some names come to my mind - among the sales people were Lalitha
(Nee Kumble), Sushila (nee Mallapur), Ahilya Dhareshwar and later Nirmala Murdeshwar.
Some of the office bearers were Sudhakar Mallapur, Ratnakar Gokarn, S. V. Mavinkurve and
others. | still remember Sudhakar who would burn midnight oil, writing the accounts of the
Club.
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The servants would visit houses in Talmaki Wadi, Sonavala buildings, Ganesh Prasad, Gamdevi
Society, Anandashram Society and scattered houses in the Grant Road area once in the
morning to pick up the orders and then in the evening to deliver the materials. PCBC would
stock all the needs of our bhanaps — masalas like kholamba, amti, papads, pickles, Apcon
Appinmidi pickle as well as Acmetex soaps. The customers had the facility of paying at the end
of the month and so enjoyed the credit for a month.

Almost 40 years after the start of the Club, a report has been published in the KS issue. We are
reprinting the same.

The Club was registered on June 30, 1944 during the Second World War, to supply to its members and
non-members their household necessities which became scarce and could be fetched only at high and
soaring prices. Prior to its registration, the Club, founded on March 24, 1940 carried on business as an
unincorporated institution, with sub-committees for distribution at Talmakiwadi, Gamdevi and Proctor
Road Colonies. Following the introduction of price controls, the Govt. of Bombay recognized the Club as
an Authorized Fair Price Shop and handed over for running one of the nearby govt. grain shops.
Distribution of cloth was also undertaken under the cloth control arrangement. When controls were
lifted the loaned shop was surrendered in 1954. Thereafter one grain shop and one cloth shop were being
run, rendering immense service to the customers, providing them both rationed and non-rationed,
edible oils, cosmetics, soaps and detergents. Now the Club also makes these things available under the
Home-Delivery service.

‘ R.B.8.S. Talmaki, G.P. Murdeshwar, Pandurang V. Nadkarni, N. G. Ubhayaker, Mangesh V. Nadkarni, M. V.

i Sashittal, Nagesh M. Gokarn, S. M. Halady, S. M. Jothady and others were the pioneering members of the

| Society. They had a broad vision and zest for service to people at large with Talmakiwadi as the centre
and this is the only Co-operative Consumer Society of the community. During the last 44 long years, the |
Society had to pass through various vicissitudes and to stand the test of time. In all humility and for the '
last three years now it has come out of the woods'and is now in a position to declare dividend to share- \
holders @ 10% and the purchase bonus @ 2% on the non-rationed purchases made by members. "

The Society with a small beginning of 37 members has now attained membership of 786 with an
authorized capital of 1 lakh, paid-up capital of Rs 28,505/- and Reserve Fund of Rs, 12,350/-. This result
could be achieved by the unstinted, selfless, untiring, zealous, efforts of S. S. Marballi, Sudhakar N.
Mallapur, Ratnakar N. Gokarn, S. V. Mavinkurve and others.

....Courtesy Kanara Saraswat 1985
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But the Wheels of Time move on and as they say 'Change is inevitable'. New shops were
springing up around the wadi, offering more items at more attractive rates. The economic
status of our people was improving and their needs were changing. The quality of items
available on ration started becoming terrible and the supply too was erratic. Fed up with this,
the management of PCBC decided to give up the rationing facility and convert the shop to an
open shop where all kinds of items could be kept and sold. But unfortunately this decision
boomeranged.

The people who used to visit the shop to check out the rationing items stopped coming and so
sales plummeted. The condition of the shop started degenerating. The customers coming in
reduced and people made fun of the shop calling it the 'Dying Club'. The management was
worried. Many ideas came forth to attract customers — keeping 'Udyog products' for sale,
getting snacks manufactured and selling those, giving the shop to a baniya on rental basis.
But nothing worked.

Then anidea came up. Giving the space to SVC Bank for running an ATM! This worked and the
rental from this was a straw PCBC clutched to. The Management tried other options but it was
too late. Huge shopping malls, Big Bazaar and departmental stores had come up offering
many attractive schemes to customers and PCBC could not afford to do so.

The Management was at their wit's end. They were feeling even more sad as this was the
Platinum Jubilee of the PCBC. But through the gloom a ray of the Sun burst forth. 75 years ago
HH Anandashram Swamiji had helped the Wadi to come up and now “Parijnan Foundation”
gave a helping hand to PCBC. They offered to take the place to set up their shop: This initiative
was taken by Shri Praveen Kadle, President of the Standing Committee, Shri Chitrapur Math.

When it is a Sankalpa of HH Swamiji Himself, which obstacles can stand in the way? All the
nitty-gritties worked out and on the Sumuhurta of Dattajayanti on 13" December 2016 the
board of PCBC will be replaced by that of Parijnan Foundation!

My pranaams to Popular Cooperative Buying Club — An Institution which served the people for
75 years and is gently stepping aside as its utility to the community recedes.

And as the sun sets on PCBC, a new and golden era is dawning in its premises.

IR
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Our young achievers

b ! 1
SANMESH KALYANPUR is the first Saraswat recipient of National Bravery Award.

Sanmesh was selected for the National Bravery Award and conferred the prestigious 'Sanjay Chopra
Award' by the Hon. Prime Minister of India on 24" January 2006 and participated in the Republic
Day parade 2006.

In 2007 he was conferred the Maharashtra Gaurav Puraskar and later selected for the President of
India's Bravery Award 'Jeevan RakshaPadak' thus achieving the rare distinction for an Indian to bag
both the President's award and Prime Minister's award for bravery.

The award was conferred on him for his heroic deeds in saving his sister Sanjana from drowning in
Mumbai floods on 29th July 2004.

MAITHILI PADUKONE

3 , Celluloid Man - National award winning documentary on
the lqve for cinema of Mr. PK Nair. Role- research and
Assistantdirection

Produced a short video for Srivali school, Shirali, about
their initiative on providing free solar-powered LED
Lamps to their students. This was part of UNESCO's
International year of Light [IYL 2015] programme. Vidya
Deepa was the third video from world-over and the very
first from India to have been approved and commissioned the
grant, which | donated to the school. The video was released on
the physicsworld.com website - the media partners for UNESCO's IYL
2015. Later, it was screened at the film festival at their closing ceremony in
February 2016 in Merida, Mexico.
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BIPIN VASANT NADKARNI is an Arts

graduate from Elphinstone College, Mumbai
University He joined a leading Ad film production
house ‘Equinox’in 1989, which shaped up the feature
film maker in him for the next 6 years.

In 1995 he started freelancing as a Production
Designer under the name of “Opticus”. By 2000 he
was directing and producing TV commercials.

He made his debut film "Uttarayan” in 2004-05, for
| whichhegot:

e The Alpha Gaurav 2005 Award,

e Dadasaheb Phalke Award for the Best Marathi feature film at the 42nd Maharashtra
State Awards,

e Best Marathi feature film & Best Director Awards at the 9th Maharashtra Awards
presented by Maharashtra Kala Niketan,

e the52nd National Award for Best Marathi feature film & Best Director and

e the prestigious “Eastman Kodak Award" at The Indo American Arts Council Festival -
New York

The stupendous success of the film pushed him into making his second film ”“Aevdhe se Aabhaal.” (A
home in the sky) which also was widely acclaimed and was showcased at IFFLA (Los Angeles) and

was specially screened for the Marathi audiences at San Jose and Chicago.”

‘ | SUSHANT UDYAWER, born 27th June 1983 work with multinational.

Interested in fitness from 2013 he did cross functional training and took up
running as a compliment to his workout. Sushant then joined Striders which
trains individuals and corporates for long distance running / marathons. He
ran his first half marathon in January 2014 in Mumbai and finished that in 2
hours 24 minutes. He's done many half marathons post that. His best time at
half marathon is 1 hour 50 minutes in Mumbai. Sushant's first full marathon
was in January of this year in Mumbai. The New York marathon held recently
on 6th November 2016 was his firstinternational marathon.

The New York City Marathon has grown from a Central Park race with 55
finishers to the world's biggest and most popular marathon, with over 50,000
finishers in 2016. It traverses all five boroughs of NYC and attracts the best
professional runners across the world.

Sushant made it to the list of names in The New York Times on Monday, 7th
- November, of 150 people who have finished the marathon under4:58:10. He
finished in 4 hours and 26 minutes. Sushant believes running the TCS New York City marathon was
the most humbling, surreal, overwhelming, and life changing experience of his life till date.
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Talmakiwadi & Me
by Smt. Vijayalaxmi (Chitra) S. Kapnadak

Although | am not a resident of Talmakiwadi, | am still a wadi-ite. Thanks to my
parents, late Shri. Amrut and Sita (Padbidri) Bellare, Because | was born here.
My parents spent their childhood in and around Talmakiwadi in the Grant Road
area. They lived in a rental house in Talmakiwadi after marriage where | was born.
We soon shifted to Raipur where | spent my childhood and schooling and so do
not recollect my childhood memories in wadi.

Years later, | was introduced to Talmakiwadi when we came to see Param Pujya
Anandashram Swamiji during one of his visits. Further more, as per destiny, |
got married to late Shri. Suresh Kapnadak in the Anandashram Hall in the wadi.
| was very surprised to see a fully Amchigeli wadi and happy to be a part of this
beautiful spacious place. We settled in Sonawala, close to Talmakiwadi and that
made me more happier. Apart from the well designed structural layout of buildings,
| loved the togetherness and the unity of people staying here, celebrating all festivals
and facets of life together in a truely traditional way with zest and enthusiaum.

My joy knew no boundaries when | was invited by Sonibai Shibad pacchi to join
the Wadi school as a teacher. My school days then began with blessings from Indira
Shibad pacchi and Meera Mavinkurve pacchi. So my relationship with wadi strengthened
furthermore. Now after 20 yrs. of service in the Talmakiwadi school, | am still serving as
a member of the Managing Committee and am attached to the wadi in this way.
My daughters too enjoyed their childhood here and got married in the same
Anandashram Hall here. | am proud of my birthplace. | am Happy to know that
dear Talmakiwadi has completed 75 glorious years. My best wishes to all the wadi-ites!
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Coffee Club : NOT an ordinary 'Bhishi'
By Mrs Deepa Andar

Coffee Club —was the brain child of Mrs Jyoti Lajmi, dynamic and enterprising journalist of her
time, ex resident of Talmakiwadi. She came up with this idea that we ladies should meet and
share some quality time together. This was a fabulous concept in days gone by. Ladies are
normally bogged down by mundane everyday chores that leave very little time for themselves.
So, some of us ladies (friends) in the Wadi decided that we should come together for a 'Bhishi'
and meet once a month ata members' home. We had some rules to follow though.

The hostess was allowed to make only one sweet and one savoury dish for the evening. There
were NO children and Husbands allowed in our Safe Haven, it was just a 2-2.5 hour fun
evening with girl friends. We had to have a theme or then some fun games or things to do on
that evening.

This gave all the members of the club a chance to think of various innovative and interesting
games, cook up a storm BUT only in two dishes, which | can tell you was pretty difficult, and of
course see that the house was free of all baggage (husbands, children and in-laws), which was
actually the most difficult rule of them all. The money collected during every turn would be
given to the lady who would be the next hostess (decided by lots). This considerable amount
would give her an opportunity to buy something big for the house or invest in anything in
particular that she longed for and could not afford due to the price...... I am talking about
days when we all had to SAVE to buy things.

We had three rounds of this wonderful ‘Bhishi' with almost 15 members in it each time, so it
went on for a few years. It was so much fun that others in the Wadi would wait to see what we
had planned to do that evening. Some even requested to be taken in the club but it was not
possible to join in between. It was so unique. We got to interact with each other on a different
level. We learnt so much from each other and each woman came out more polished,
confident and happier than she was before. It was like each lady blossomed and started
enjoying her everyday routine, and looked forward to her time with friends. This concept was
new in those days and brought a breath of fresh airin all our lives.
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THE KANARA SARASWAT ASSOCIATION (KSA)

The Kanara Saraswat Association started as the “Friends Social Club “ in July 1911 at 3rd Cross lane,
Chunam Lane, Grant Road, for playing cards and indulging in light social talk over tea and biscuits. Late
Rao Bahadur S.S. Talmaki, with his flair for practical idealism and purposive planning, suggested
converting the Club into a more meaningful Association for doing some useful work for betterment of
the community, instead of mere recreation. Subsequently the scope and functions of the Institution
was determined and on the 26th November 1911, a special general body meeting of all accessible
local members of the community was called, the draft Rules and Regulations were adopted, and The
Kanara Saraswat Association was born. Shri S.S. Talmaki became the First President, and Shri G.P.
Murdeshwar, Chairman of the Managing Committee.

The Association over the years moved to Dongre Building at New Foras Road, then to a rented Hall at
Sleater Road, an independent room in Chikhalwadi, then to Saraswat Cooperative Housing Society Ltd
at Gamdevi. Finally, in 1936 the KSA moved to its own premises in Talmakiwadi.

The KSA today has about 3800 members and asa premier social institution of the Chitrapur Saraswat
Community holds a leadership position in the community as a secular organization connecting
Chitrapur Saraswats globally. It's popular monthly Magazine, the 'Kanara Saraswat' is a vital
communication link, along with its website www.kanarasaraswat.in.

The KSA runs the Nashik Holiday Home, built with the prime the objective of providing facilities and a
place of relaxation at reasonable charges to members and others.

The KSA Health Centre provides health services to all, irrespective of caste and creed and operates from
the premises of the Popular Ambulance Association as the “Swami Parijnanashram Health Centre &
Pathology Lab".

The Marriage Bureau was started in July 1969, and is perhaps the most sought after services provided
by KSA.

KSA encourages youngsters in sports by organizing sports , specially during Diwali and by participating
in various indoor and outdoor sports.

The Kala Vibhaag, KSA, promotes socio-cultural activities like Konkani dramas, Sangeet Sammelans,
Saraswat Conferences, Conventions, Inter- Community Get-togethers etc.

KSA offers help to the needy in the community, through funds built up with the support of many
philanthropic donors.There are presently five such Funds: the Scholarship, Distress Relief, Medical
Relief, Emergency Medical Relief and Community Chest Fund.
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In loving memory of

Dayanand Raghunathbhat Kalyanpur
(23 Nov 1900 - 03 November 1973)

Durgabai Dayanand Kalyanpur
(25 Jan 1914 — 08 August 1994)

Dinesh Dayanand Kalyanpur
(28 October 1934 - 18 December 1991)
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TALMAKIWADI, LOOKING AHEAD
By Ashok Maskeri

Our Wadi is 75 years today. Structural repairs were successfully carried out, within the
budgeted costs. The Platinum Jubilee celebrations were a great success and the bonhomie
amongst our members was palpable again. Upto about 50 years back there were an average
7 to 8 members of a family residing in a single tenement. Today this has dropped to about 3 to
4. The number of vehicles have increased from two cars in 1956 to seventy cars and 40 two
wheelers. Many tenements are lying unoccupied and many have been given on leave and
license. Our members have migrated not just to other parts of the city but to other cities and
abroad. The economic profile of the average Bhanap has also changed drastically. From an
agrarian background to white and blue collared work force, to enterprise and professionals in
various fields, our members have done every field of their activity proud.

So, as the world changes and we change, how do we take Talmakiwadi forward? Our
buildings need to be redeveloped. The sooner it is done the better. The redeveloped Society
buildings will have to be environment friendly. They should be using solar, wind, water and
other renewable energies to provide electric power and heating. The water should be treated
and reused for all purposes other than, may be for drinking. The solid waste generated should
be treated to generate power and manure. The technologies for all these are being developed
and are being supported by the government. South Mumbai of future will be more like a
suburb, with offices having shifted to the Central and Northern parts of the city, with people
moving north for work. Also many will be able to work from home.

The redeveloped Wadi will have to provide more recreational & physical fitness facilities, like
improved gymnasium, play ground, sports facilities, swimming pool, yoga centre, walking
paths, etc.. This will have to be done in collaboration with the KSA. The Balak Vrinda
Education Society could also be upgraded to provide the best education to all sections of
society at reasonable rates and scholarships. Funds will need to be generated through lease of
shops, Malls and office spaces to finance the project. Parking space will have to be provided
for the increasing number of vehicles.

Technology in the form of Internet of Things (loT), etc could be a game changer in terms of
better security provision, control over usage of water, power etc. loT is an internet application
in which everyday objects have network connectivity, eg lights, fans can be switched on
automatically when people enter, or sick, elderly people living alone could immediately alert
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security in case of problems. Of course, privacy issues will also have to be taken into

consideration here.

All this might appear wishful thinking now, but is well within the realms of probability. A lot of
hard work, cooperation and perseverance will be called for. With the Blessings of our Guru
and Guru Parampara and the founders of Amgeli Wadi, the best will become reality. We only
pray that redevelopment doesn't come at the cost of our culture and camaraderie.

WWeth Boest Complimerds
yrom
paridhan

The Treasure of Fashion Wear

Dharmesh Nandu 98921 03535
197 A/199, Daruwala Bidg, opp Ganga Jamuna Theaters,
Tardeo, Mumbai - 400 007
Tel.: 2381 3095/ 2381 9859

SAREES

Raichand Nandu 98211 30484
195 A/199, Daruwala Bldg, opp Ganga Jamuna Theaters,
Tardeo, Mumbai - 400 007
Tel.: 2380 6979/2381 6979

LINGERIE

Ronak Nandu 98197 91939
193, Daruwala Bldg, opp Ganga Jamuna Theaters,
Tardeo, Mumbai - 400 007
Tel.: 2387 6979/ 2381 3095
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Get rid of painting smell

NAROTAMDAS

presents largest variety & wholesale of

Exclusive Wallpapers
from Germany, USA, Italy, Europe & France

Wall Paper Fixing works undertaken and done in 2 frs.

Sonawala Bldgs,
Shop No 8, opp Ganga Jamuna Theaters,
Tardeo, Mumbai - 400 007
Tel.: 022 65518915
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Acknowledgement

The Managing Committee of the Talmakiwadi Coop Housing Society thanks all sponsors,
members and participants for making the Platinum Jubilee Celebration a grand success.

DONORS, SPONSORS & ADVERTISERS of PLATINUM JUBILEE EVENTS & WADI FEST-75 on
8th,9th,10th April 2016 :
Ameya Bantwal, Ashok Maskeri, Chaitanya Bijoor, C.K. Malsekar, Chandavarkar Ashok A,

Deepa Andar, Dileep Sashital, Kishore Masurkar (Enthod Pharmaceuticals), Gauri P. Sirur,
Suresh N Gokarn, Hemant Mavinkurve, Uday Gurkar (Indico Consultant) Jnanesh D. Amladi,
Mangalore Sunil, Pramod Mavinkurve, Naganand M.Shirali, Paresh Makwana, Poornima
Nayampalli, Praveen P. Kadle, Rajaram D. Pandit, Sanjay Shah, Sarla B. Kalthod, Mohan
(Kutti) Savkur, Chaitanya Murdeshwar (Shree Securities), Renu (Geeta Nagarkatti)
Dholakia,Santosh K Sirur, Smita Mavinkurve, Soumitra Mavinkurve, Sudhir Puthli, Dr. Uday
Andar, Usha Kalyanpur, Usha Surkund. Shailesh Kulkarni, Gurudutt Mavinkurve, Mangesh
Mavinkurve,Nitish Kati, Chaitan Gulwady, Prakash Shirur, Ram Mankikar, Sanjay Hemmadi,
Nityanand Bellare, Vasant Patankar. Karishma Mallapur Nemade, Sneha Nagarkatti Shah,
Gayatri Sekharan Aravind, Shibani Balsekar, Ananya (Shantala Kudyadi) Savur, Shilpa Golikeri
Shirur, Priyanka Mallapur, Gauri Shirur D'Souza

SVCBank, Anand Bhavan Hotel, Come & Buy, Century Wine Cellar, Kalpana Jewellers, Khusha's
Saloon, Paridhan, Razors & Scissors, Royal Medico, Sanmour, Shakti Raj Tailor, Sukh Sagar,
Tardeo Farshan Mart, Tardeo General Stores. Union Bank of India, Valson Polyster Ltd.,
Yugantar,

DONORS, SPONSORS & ADVERTISERS of PLATINUM JUBILEE SOUVENIR
Chairman & Board of Directors SVC Bank, Shri Praveen Kadle, Durgesh Chandavarkar

(Standard Greases), Mahesh Kalyanpur, Neena G Mavinkurve, Deepa Andar, Axis Mutual Fund,
ICICI Prudential, Chhaya Sarees, Kalpana Jewellers, Liberty Stores, Narotamdas Timbers &
Ply, Paridhan.

RELIGIOUS EVENTS:

Sunil Bhat Nadkarni: Satyanarayan Puja 15th April 2013

Yajmaam Shri Ramdas Heble : Yugadi panchaang vaachan: 15th April 2013 & 8th April 2016
Manohar Bhat Chandavarkar: Durga Namaskaar: 8th April 2016

PICNIC ARRANGEMENTS (22nd September2013)
Ashok Maskeri, Dr Prakash Mavinkurve, Deepa Andar, Maithili Padukone, Sanmesh Kalyanpur,
Samir Halady, Dilip Sashital
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CULTURAL PROGRAMS BY CHILDREN

15th April 2013 "\eT ¥ AT GUIH g

Drama Cast: Disha Manjeshwar, Arjun Puthli, Gaurav Puthli, Shruti Rao, Shivom Manjeshwar.
Directed by Deepa Savkur Music- Yashasma Savkur. Costume Assistance - Swati Puthli, Tulsi
Manjeshwar, Prerna Puthli, Make Up Sunila Mallapur.

14th December 2013 Tridevi Dance Ballet by Yuvadhara, Grant Road, Choreography:
Riddhima Savkur, Shreya Gokarn, Yashasma Savkur, Dhanashree Mallapur, Medha Deolalkar.
Dancers - Amrita Yederi, Vaishnavi Chinchankar, Tanvi Gangavalli, Dhanashree Mallapur,
Vaishnavi Balwally, Siddharth Baindur, Shreya Gokarn, Shruti Gokarn, Riddhima Savkur, Esha
Hoskote, Neha Hoskote, Kanika Nadkarni, Janhavi Mallapur, Arjun Rao, Ketaki Mavinkurve,
Anushree Amladi, Kalyani Hemmady, Sanjana Kalyanpur, Disha Manjeshwar, Samiksha
Kumble, and Maithili Parab

14th December 2013 Diya Dance Saraswati Vandana: Samiksha Kumble,Anusha Nagarkar,
Disha Maanjeshwar, Maithili Parab Choreography Medha Deolalkar & Yashasma Savkur

2-ACT PLAY on 21st SEPTEMBER 2014 : MITRA
(Presented By TCHS in Memory of Late Shri Vasant P Nadkarni)
Cast: Uday Mankikar, Deepa Savkur, Dr. Uday Andar, Gayatri Honavar, Riddhma Savkur, Kedar

Mavinkurve, Director: Bipin Nadkarni Asst Director Ketaki Mavinkurve Art & Props Kanika
Nadkarni Sound / Music: Anuj Sashital Set Design Shyam Chauhan Production Support :
Poornima Balsekar Roopa Mankikar Savita Padukone Publicity & Logistics Dilip Sashital Make-
Up:Suneela Mallapur Santosh Lighting Rakesh Jadhav

TALENT SHOW ( 8th APRIL 2016) PARTICIPANTS:
Dhruv Dhareshwar, Mahesh Kalyanpur, Sangeeta Kalyanpur , Sanjay Puthli, Swati Puthli,

Rohan Puthli, Poornima Balsekar, Shanta Hoskote, Gargi Bhalerao, Gautam Padukone,
Gautam Mavinkurve, Shamala Mavinkurve, Chinmay Mavinkurve, Amit Savkur. Bipin
Nadkarni, Manohar Hattangadi (USA), Malan Hattangadi (USA), Dr Prakash Mavinkurve,
Sandhya (Haldipur) Sharma, Bharat Halady (Pune), Vaishnavi Chinchankar, Anil Kudva, Master
of Ceremony: Samir Halady.

2-ACT PLAY on 10th April 2016 : GOLMAL
Cast: Anand Nadkarni, Harish Chandavar, Deepa Savkur, Smita Mavinkurve, Sunil Ullal, Uday

Andar, Uday Mankikar, Director : Bipin Nadkarni, Production: Kanika Nadkarni, Ketaki
Mavinkurve, Roopa Mankikar, Savita Padukone Choreography: Ridhima Savkur Make-Up:
Suneela Mallapur

DOCUMENTARY FILM ON TALMAKIWADI (10th April 2016):
Yatin Nadkarni, Maithili Padukone, Dhanashree Mallapur, Yashashma Savkur, Sanchi
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DOCUMENTARY FILM ON TALMAKIWADI (10th April 2016):
Yatin Nadkarni, Maithili Padukone, Dhanashree Mallapur, Yashashma Savkur, Sanchi

Nadkarni, Sanjana and Sanmesh Kalyanpur, Ketaki Mavinkurve, Mahima Baindur, Santosh
Sirur

VOLUNTEERS SUPPORT TEAM:
Aditya Mankikar, Arjun Rao, Aseem Hattangadi, Dhanashree Mallapur, Dileep Sashital, Disha

Manjeshwar, Esha Hoskote, Janhavi Mallapur, Kanika Nadkarni, Ketaki Mavinkurve, Mahima
Baindur, Maithili Padukone, Neha Hoskote, Pankaj Murdeshwar, Riddhima Savkur, Ritvik
Nadkarni, Rohan Burde, Sahil Nadkarni, Samiir Halady, Sanchi Nadkarni Sandeep Kudva,
Sanjana Kalyanpur, Sanmesh Kalyanpur, Santosh Sirur, Shreya Gokarn, Tulsi Manjeshwar ( Fun
Fair Coordination), Yashashma Savkur, Yatin Nadkarni, Dhruv Dhareshwar, Amit Savkur,
Vaishnavi Chinchankar, Vasant Patankar, Aakruti Hattangadi Kunder

INSTITUTIONS: Kanara Saraswat Association, Balak Vrinda Education Society, Popular Coop
Buying Club, Udyog.

UTILITIES AND SERVICES: BEST, MCGB, Tardeo Police Station, Nana Chowk Fire Brigade,
Reliance Jio for free 4G internet, Guru Prasad Caterers, Bipin Kulkarni of B&B Mike systems,

Ashish Decorator —Pandal, Stage, Lighting and Fun Fair Stalls

We have tried to cover the names of all sponsors, participants and volunteers who made the
Platinum Jubilee Celebration, spanning from 2013 to 2016, a grand success. However, in a
project so large, there are possibilities of us inadvertently missing out on some names. To
them, we offer our heartfelt gratitude, and apologies for the non inclusion of their name in
theabovelists.

EOCL
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‘How to save
up to 346,350
in taxes and also
grow wealth?

Invest in an ELSS

* Investment in ELSS falls
under Sec 80C of IT Act

* Save up to T46,350* by
investing ¥1.5 lakhs

* Aim to create long-term wealth
as money gets invested in equities |

Invest today and plan for
a BOLD future

*Investments in ELSS ore eligible to be claimed as a deduction under
Sec BOC of the Income Tax Act, 1961 Based on FY 16-17 for indian
resicents below the oge of 60, tax savings may vary dependirg on the
applicable ‘ox slab

Contact
Fi‘:::l:cciu{:l:l';risor today ‘AX|S MUTUAL FUND

Statutory Details: Axis Mutual Fund has been established as a Trust under the Indian Trusts Aci, 1882, sponsored by Axis Bank Lid
(lability restricted to T 1 lakh), Trustee: Axis Mutucl Fund Truslee Lid, Investiment Manager: Axis Assct Managemenl Co. Lid, |

AMC]). Risk Factors: Axis Bark Lid. is not liable or responsible for any foss or shortfall resulting from the operation of the scheme
Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks, read all scheme related documents carefully.
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With best compliments frohm:. prakash Mavinkurve u.o; om.
i ANAESTHE "3IST (Regn. No. 372@4)
i 9 “aki Wadi,
J.D. Mar , ..mbai- 400 007.
l Tel.: 2381 3105, 2380 6082

STAHDARD GREASES & SPECIALITIES PVT. LTD.

STANDARD GREASES
& SPECIALITIES PVT. LTD.

an ISO 9001 : 2000 Company
Manufacturers of Lubricating Oils, Greases

& Specialities

ROYAL CASTOR PRODUCTS LTD

an ISO 9001 : 2000 Company
Manufacturers /Exporters of Hydrogenated Castor Oil,

12 Hydroxy Stearic Acid

Regd./Adm. Office

101, Ketan Apartments,
233, R.B. Mehta Marg, Patel Chowk, Ghatkopar (E),
Mumbai - 400 077.
Tel: 25013641-46 Fax: 25010384
Email: standardgroup@standardgreases.co.in
Web: www.standardgreases.co.in
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e Home Loan at an
attractive
rate of

Drive Home a Brand New Gar!
Avail Vehicle Loan at a reduced rate of

Limited period offer
‘ SMS<SVCVL> to 98206 20454

* Terms & Conditions Apply
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5 SVC CO-OPERATIVE
BAN K LT D ‘ (Mult-State Scheduled Bank)

Connect with us on: —f' Facebook.com/SVCBankindia uTwmercom-'SVC_Bank n www.svcbank.com

Corporate Office: SVC Tower, Nehru Road, Vakola, Santacruz (E), Mumbai - 400 055
Call: 022 - 6699 9999 / 7199 1000




